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To mark the 100th anniversary of the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb in November 

1922, the British Museum will open a new, free display looking at the many ways this 

ancient Egyptian king was viewed, in his own time and in the modern era. The Asahi 
Shimbun Display Tutankhamun Reimagined will feature artwork by contemporary 

Egyptian graffiti artist Ahmed Nofal alongside a statue of Tutankhamun (EA 75) which 

was discovered before his tomb was even found.  

While Tutankhamun’s nine-year reign left a limited impact on ancient Egyptian history, 

the discovery of his almost intact tomb in 1922 transformed him into one of the most 

famous pharaohs. One hundred years later, Tutankhamun has become a household 

name and a powerful symbol of Egyptian identity.   

To mark the centenary, the British Museum is working with Ahmed Nofal (b. 1996), an 

Egyptian graffiti artist who is best known for their vivid street murals in Cairo 

influenced by ancient Egyptian art. The exhibition has been curated in partnership 

with Heba Khairy from the Grand Egyptian Museum in Giza, Egypt.  

Accompanying the display will be a trail highlighting objects in Room 4, relating to 

Tutankhamun, allowing visitors to engage with ancient Egypt and the late pharaoh in 

new ways. Starting in the Asahi Shimbun Display Tutankhamun Reimagined, visitors 

will make their way through to the Egyptian Sculpture Gallery (room 4) to discover 

more about Tutankhamun’s reign and legacy.  

Ahmed Nofal, known as Nofal O, artist, said: “I started practicing graffiti or street 

art influenced by hip hop culture in 2009. I went deeper into this culture and found that 

this type of art is what best represents me. I was influenced by Tutankhamun’s 

precious treasures ... I was keen to link the stories of the past with my artwork. King 

Tut is an icon and an inspiration for my graffiti in Cairo.” 

https://tinyurl.com/mrxweyk4


 

Marie Vandenbeusch, Egypt and Sudan Department, British Museum, said: “The 

centenary of the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb is the perfect opportunity to reflect 

on the perceptions on one of the most famous ancient Egyptian pharaohs. 

Tutankhamun’s image still resonates today and this display aims to create a dialogue 

between Pharaonic past and modern Egypt.  

 

Heba Khairy, Exhibition Coordinator, Grand Egyptian Museum, said: “Every time 

I walk in Egyptian streets and see Tutankhamun’s mask decorating the facades of 

shops, buildings or walls, I am amazed at how this young king and his treasures have 

become a national symbol of Egypt today.” 

 

The Asahi Shimbun Display Tutankhamun Reimagined will be on display, for free, 

in Room 3 from the 1 December 2022 – 29 January 2023.  

 

 
 
Notes to editors 
 
The Asahi Shimbun Display Tutankhamun Reimagined runs from 1 December 2022 to 29 
January 2023 in Room 3 at the British Museum.  
 
The Asahi Shimbun Displays are a series of regularly changing displays which look at 
objects in new or different ways. Sometimes the display highlights a well-known item, 
sometimes it surprises the audience with extraordinary items from times and cultures that may 
not be very familiar. This is also an opportunity for the Museum to learn how it can improve its 
larger exhibitions and permanent gallery displays. These displays have been made possible 
by the generous sponsorship of The Asahi Shimbun Company, who are long-standing 
supporters of the British Museum. With a circulation of about 6 million for the morning edition 
alone, The Asahi Shimbun is the most prestigious newspaper in Japan. The company also 
publishes magazines and books, and provides a substantial information service on the 
Internet. The Asahi Shimbun Company has a century long tradition of staging exhibitions in 
Japan of art, culture and history from around the world. 
 
 
 

 

 

Follow updates on the exhibition via Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
@britishmuseum 
For more, follow the British Museum blog at blog.britishmuseum.org 

Further information 
Contact the Communications team:communications@britishmuseum.org  
High resolution images and caption sheet available at: https://tinyurl.com/mrxweyk4  
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