
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Press release 
Middlesbrough 
Museum reveals 
secrets of the afterlife 
in Ancient Egypt 

Press images: https://tinyurl.com/yc25fu5t   

This October, the Dorman Museum, Middlesbrough will explore the Golden Age of Egyptian 
history in a newly created exhibition in collaboration with the British Museum, titled A British 
Museum Partnership Ancient Egyptians: secrets of the afterlife.  Perfect for the whole 
family, the exhibition will offer a fascinating insight into the ancient Egyptians and their belief in 
living forever. Shaped by contributions from local school children learning about ancient Egypt, 
the British Museum will be lending 12 striking objects to be displayed alongside the Dorman 
Museum’s own collection. The exhibition will run from the 7 October 2022 to the 26 February 
2023.  

Ancient Egyptians believed that people’s lives had two parts. The first was on Earth and the 
second was in the afterlife, which they called the Field of Reeds. Exploring themes of living 
forever and the importance of family in both this life and the next, Ancient Egyptians: secrets 
of the afterlife will take visitors on a captivating journey that covers everything from the 
process of mummification and ancient canopic jars used to store the different organs of the 
body, to mummy masks created only for the wealthiest, that helped a person’s soul find their 
way back to their body in the afterlife.   

The many possessions the ancient Egyptians took with them to prepare for their next life, will 
also be explored from cosmetics and make-up pots to mirrors and jewellery, including 
necklaces that were made up from lots of Eye of Horus amulets, there to protect against 
danger. Visitors will also learn how ancient Egyptians cast spells against their enemies, 
inscribing curses on bowls and then smashing them while Harry Potter fans can discover the 
original book of spells, the Book of the Dead, a collection of magical charms that was created 
to protect the ancient Egyptians on their long journey to the afterlife.  

Loretta Kilroe, Project Curator for Sudan and Nubia at the British Museum said, “This 
partnership is a great opportunity to bring our two collections together, to create an engaging 
and insightful exhibition for the wider community of Middlesbrough, deepening understanding 
and knowledge of the fascinating beliefs and rituals of the ancient Egyptians.”  

JR Bowes, Middlesbrough Museums Manager said, “We are delighted to partner with the 
British Museum to bring these unique objects to Middlesbrough.  Ancient Egypt has captured 
the attention, not only of our local school children, but also of people across the country, it 
remains an enduring fascination.” 

Maria Bojanowska, Head of National Programmes at the British Museum said, “It is 
incredibly important to us at the Museum to be able to partner with museums like the Dorman. 
Sharing collections and enabling access to the Museum’s collection across the country is 
something we strive for, and I hope this exhibition will be enjoyed by visitors of all ages.” 

This partnership is one of the many ways the British Museum collaborates with organisations 
across the UK. In 2021 the Museum lent over 1000 objects to 95 venues which reached three 
million visitors.  



A British Museum Partnership: Ancient Egyptians: secrets of the afterlife will run from 
the 7 October 2022 – 26 February 2023 at the Dorman Museum, Middlesbrough. 
www.middlesbrough.gov.uk 

 
Notes to editors: 

About the British Museum’s National Programmes 
The British Museum has a national presence, working with hundreds of partner organisations 
across the UK each year through its wide-ranging National Programmes activity. This includes 
single-object Spotlight Loan tours, touring exhibitions, Partnership Galleries, as well as both 
short-term and long-term loans, with the lead support of the Dorset Foundation in memory of 
Harry M Weinrebe. In 2019/20, over 2,800 objects were loaned to 105 venues in the UK, 
reaching 10 million people outside London. National Programmes also facilitates knowledge 
exchange programmes and trainee schemes to help young people to break into the museum 
profession. The Museum will continue to develop partnerships across the UK as part of its 
commitment to sharing the collection as widely as possible. 
 
About Middlesbrough Museums 
Middlesbrough Museums bring Middlesbrough’s story to life, celebrating the history of our 
town and its diverse communities. Comprising two museums – The Dorman Museum and The 
Captain Cook Birthplace Museum – visitors can explore a range of captivating galleries, 
including Linthorpe Art Pottery, renowned British designer Christopher Dresser, Earth and 
Space, and Captain Cook’s travels. 
 

 
Follow updates on the exhibition via Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
@britishmuseum 
For more, follow the British Museum blog at blog.britishmuseum.org 
 
Further information 
Contact the Press Office: 
communications@britishmuseum.org  
High resolution images available at: https://tinyurl.com/yc25fu5t 
 
 




