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Programme Overview 
10.00: Nero: the man behind the myth 
Francesca Bologna (Nero project curator, British Museum) 
Join us for an introduction to the Nero exhibition, using objects and the latest research to reevaluate 
traditional narratives. This presentation will also explore the role of the emperor, and look at Roman 
society during a time of great social, economic and political change.  
Duration: Approx 45 mins 
 
10.45: The imperial image and propaganda on Julio-Claudian coinage 
Dr Sam Moorhead (National Finds Adviser for Iron Age and Roman Coins, Portable Antiquities and 
Treasure (Learning and National Partnerships), Department of Coins and Medals, British Museum. 
This presentation will look at the portraiture employed by Julio-Claudian emperors from Augustus to Nero 
on the Roman imperial coinage. It will also consider the numerous political, military and social messages 
presented on the reverse of imperial coins, highlighting the importance of coins as historical documents. 
Duration: Approx 20 mins 
 
11.05: Women in power: the Julio-Claudian dynasty  
Professor Annalisa Marzano (University of Reading) 
This short talk will examine how women of the imperial family came to play a crucial role in the shaping of 
the Julio-Claudian dynasty and in recasting the role of elite women in the context of a new political 
system. We will combine the information offered by literary texts with inscriptions, coinage and figurative 
art, and will start our discussion with Livia, wife of Augustus, who had an extraordinary role in public and 
political life. 
Duration: Approx 25 mins 
 
11.35: Who were the Roman Britons? Recent work on mobility and migration  
Professor Hella Eckhardt (University of Reading) 
This short talk will introduce the evidence for the origins of the many people who came to Britain during 
Roman rule. We will review the information which inscriptions, artefacts and isotope analysis reveal 
about the geographical origin and cultural identities of immigrants in Roman Britain, and about their 
interactions with local populations. 
Duration: Approx 20 mins 
 
12.00: Introducing Nero and the women behind the man  
Professor Dame Mary Beard DBE, FSA, FBA (classicist, author and Trustee of the British Museum) 
Duration: Approx 18 mins 
 

 

 



 

12.20: Tiberius and the Augustan Principate  
Dr Anthony Smart (York St John University) 
When Tiberius assumed power upon the death of Augustus, there were significant question marks not 
just about the new Princeps, but also the nature of imperial rulership and authority. Augustus had 
somehow, against the odds, not just won the civil war, but created a new form of Roman imperial 
authority. This was a form of rule that claimed to restore the republic, but in reality, created an imperial 
monarchy. In this talk, Anthony Smart will provide a discussion of the Augustan Principate, looking at 
what it was that Augustus had created, and examining exactly how Tiberius sought to rule. 
Duration: Approx 20 mins 
 
12.40: Athenian religion and the women of ancient Athens: using the evidence of inscriptions at 
the British Museum.  
Dr Peter Liddel (University of Manchester) 
In this presentation we introduce you to a number of classical Athenian inscriptions in the British Museum 
and other UK collections which were brought to Britain during the 18th and 19th centuries. We study 
them as sources for our understanding of ancient Greek religion, and in particular we focus on what they 
tell us about the role of, and perceptions of, women. This video is relevant to those teaching Ancient 
History and Classical Civilisation at GCSE and A-level. 
Duration: Approx 17 mins 
 
13.00: Athenian democracy and empire in the age of Pericles: using the evidence of inscriptions 
at the British Museum.  
Dr Peter Liddel (University of Manchester) 
In this presentation, we introduce you to a number of classical Athenian inscriptions in the British 
Museum and other UK collections which were brought to Britain during the 18th and 19th centuries. We 
study them as sources for our understanding of both the Athenian empire of the 5th century BC and 
ancient Athenian democracy. This video is relevant to those teaching Ancient History and Classical 
Civilisation at GCSE and A-level. 
Duration: Approx 15 mins 
 
13.20: Reading Greek vases  
Dr Peter Swallow (Teacher of Classics and Research Associate, Kings College London) 
Vases are perhaps one of the most iconic and evocative symbols we have of ancient Greek culture. 
Drawing on the impressive collection of pots held at the British Museum, many of which appear as 
prescribed sources on the A level Classical Civilisation syllabus across various modules, this talk will 
empower students with the tools to discuss the form, function and subject matter of Greek vases in 
relation to their wider understanding of course material. We will focus in particular on what Greek vases 
can tell us about the performance of ancient Greek theatre and discuss how students can find additional 
information on vases to go beyond the curriculum. 
Duration: Approx 20 mins 
 
13:45 Introducing Greek theatre 
Natalie Haynes (writer, classicist, broadcaster and comedian) 
Duration: Approx 45 mins 
 
Speaker information 
Mary Beard is Professor of Classics at the University of Cambridge and Fellow of Newnham College 
where she has taught since 1984. She's also Professor of Ancient Literature at the Royal Academy, 
Classics Editor of the Times Literary Supplement, a Fellow of the British Academy and International 
Member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Beard has written numerous books and articles 
on ancient history and archaeology, and is currently finishing a book on images of Roman emperors in 
Renaissance and later art. Beard has also presented many BBC television documentaries on Roman 
history and art more generally, including the current BBC Two arts series Inside Culture. As well as a 



 

DBE (2018), she has also been awarded the Wolfson History Prize (2009), the Bodley Medal (2016), the 
Princess of Asturias Award for Social Science (2016) and the Getty Medal (2019). 
 
Francesca Bologna is Project Curator of the British Museum’s exhibition Nero: the man behind the myth 
(27 May – 24 Oct). She completed her PhD at King’s College London in 2018 with a thesis focusing on 
wall painting in Pompeii. Bologna taught Roman Archaeology at King’s College London and Royal 
Holloway University. 
  
Professor Hella Eckardt teaches Provincial Roman Archaeology and Material Culture Studies. Her 
research focuses on objects in the north-western provinces of the Roman Empire and she is particularly 
interested in the relationship between the consumption of Roman objects and the expression of social 
and cultural identities. Eckardt has also worked with colleagues at the Universities of Reading and 
Durham on mobility and migration during the Roman period. 
 
Natalie Haynes is a classicist, writer and broadcaster. A former stand-up comedian, Haynes hosts her 
own radio show Natalie Haynes Stands Up for the Classics, now in its 7th series, broadcast on Radio 4 
and available as a podcast. An award-winning author of 7 books, she has spoken on the modern 
relevance of the classical world on three continents.  Through her publications and comedy, Haynes 
gives voice to women who have been written out of history.   
 
Professor Peter Liddel is Professor of Greek History and Epigraphy at the University of Manchester, 
where he has taught since 2004. He is currently involved in a research project investigating all the 
ancient Athenian inscriptions in UK collections. He is co-editor of the Attic Inscriptions Online project, 
which translates Athenian inscriptions into English and publishes them on an open-access website. 
His wider research concerns ancient history and inscriptions of the Greek world. He is Co-Editor of the 
Annual of the British School at Athens. 
 
Professor Annalisa Marzano teaches Roman History and Latin. Her research focuses on the social and 
economic history of the Roman world, and she is internationally recognised as an expert on Roman villas 
as units for economic production, Roman agriculture, and the exploitation of marine resources in 
antiquity, particularly aquaculture. Trained as both a classicist and archaeologist, she combines textual 
and archaeological sources in her teaching and research. She has taken part in many archaeological 
projects and is currently co-directing an excavation project in Pompeii. 
 
Dr Sam Moorhead taught Classics and Archaeology for 12 years before joining the British Museum as 
Staff Lecturer in Archaeology in 1997. Since then, he has served as Head of Interpretation, and for the 
last 15 years, has been National Finds Adviser for Iron Age and Roman Coins in the Portable Antiquities 
Scheme, based in the Department of Coins and Medals.  He has written several books on Roman 
history, archaeology and numismatics and is currently curating an international touring exhibition, Rome: 
city and empire, which is opening soon in Suzhou, China. 
 
Dr Anthony Smart is a specialist in the political history of the Late Republic and the early Principate. He 
is Lecturer in Ancient and Medieval History at York St John University, and is currently completing a 
monograph on grief and sorrow in the Roman republic. He is also finishing an article that examines 
Augustus’ efforts to control memory and history, through comparison with other historical periods. In the 
summer of 2021, Anthony curated an international series of lectures inspired by the Nero exhibition at the 
British Museum titled Imperial power in the Roman world.  
 
Dr Peter Swallow teaches Classics at Notting Hill and Ealing High School and is the Tassos and Angele 
Nomikos Research Associate at King’s College London (KCL). He has previously taught at KCL and 
Goldsmiths, University of London. His publications include studies on the translation and performance of 
ancient Greek drama. 
 




