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Key Stage 2 

The Persian wars 
 
 
Notes for teachers 

 

National curriculum links 

• History: ancient Greece, Persia 

• Citizenship: preparing to play an active role as citizens 

 

About this session 

Through role-play, students investigate and compare the values of Greece and Persia and 

experience how there are different points of view about historical events. 

 
Location  Clore Centre for Education and galleries 

Format group work, role play, Q&A 

Capacity 32 students 

Duration 90 minutes 

Price £60 

 

In detail 

• The session begins by students adopting the role of Athenian envoys visiting the Persian 

King, Darius (acted by a live interpreter), in 489BC, after the Battle of Marathon. 

• In the ancient Iran gallery students meet  with King Darius before exploring the gallery, 

with assistance from written prompts.  

 

Before your visit 

• Locate Athens and the Persian empire on both ancient and modern maps.  

• Discuss the Battle of Marathon. Introduce the participants and the reason for the Persian 

attack on Athens. 

 

After your visit 

• Find out more about what happened during the Persian Wars, discuss the key battles 

including the Battle of Salamis. 

• Persian texts do not mention the  wars between Greece and Persia but ancient Greek 

sources do. Discuss reasons for this and what it may reveal about differing attitudes. 

• Discuss the idea of democracy and voting. Compare and contrast democratic government 

with monarch-led government. Explore the similarities and differences between democracy in 

ancient Greece and democracy in Britain today.  

• Students can imagine they are newspaper reporters in ancient Greece or Persia covering the 

Persian Wars. They should research a chosen battle, write a newspaper article about that 

battle and can draw a picture to illustrate their story. 

 

Find out more 

• More ancient Greece resources and sessions  

• Related galleries: 52, 18 and 69  

• Take a look at the galleries with Google Street View and search the collection online   

http://www.britishmuseum.org/learning/schools_and_teachers/resources/cultures/ancient_greece.aspx
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@51.5199753,-0.126816,2a,90y,150.2h,85.4t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s2XrFJZkGw69N6MrOtpXKEw!2e0!7i13312!8i6656?hl=en
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/search.aspx
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Visit notes for students and adult helpers 

 
You can print this summary sheet and take it with you during your visit.  

 

Learning objectives 

• To develop an understanding of ancient Greece in the 5th century BC  

• To find out about the Persian Empire. 

 

Key words  

Athens  

Athenians  

Persia  

Empire 

Democracy 

Envoy 

 

Becoming and Athenian 

• You will learn about Athens, what it was like to be an Athenian and the recent wars with 

Persia. You will use this knowledge to think like an Athenian for the rest of the session.  

• You are now an Athenian envoy going to visit the King. You have been asked to decide 

whether to recommend to the Athenian assembly that Athens join the Persian Empire or fight 

to stay independent. 

 

Meeting the King and exploring his empire  

• You will meet Darius, the King of Persia. He will tell you about himself and invite you to look 

at some objects from his large Empire. 

• You will explore the gallery in pairs or groups using some prompt sheets to help you. Look at 

the objects in the cases and think about what they tell you about the Persian Empire. 

 
Discussions with the King  

• This is your opportunity to talk to the King. He will ask you some questions and invite your 

thoughts. You are also able to ask him any questions that you have thought of.  

• The King will ask you whether you will recommend to the Athenian assembly that Athens join 

the Persian Empire or fight to stay independent. A vote will be taken, you must vote for the 

option that you think best. 


