
 

 

Key Stage 3 

Financial loop game 

 

Notes for teachers 

Following different financial instructions, students will need to determine the account balance. 

Learning outcomes 

 use mental calculation strategies to solve number problems involving money 

 improve financial literacy using key terms 

 understand the result of various financial transactions 

Equipment required 

 card set – see next page 

Activity information 

 This game can be played using one card set for the whole class, with students 

working in pairs and calling out who has the next card.  Alternatively it can be played 

in small groups and students have to put the cards into a loop. 

 The cards will need to be printed and cut up in advance of the lesson. 

 The account balance is stated and then a financial instruction is given.  Students need 

to calculate the new account balance to determine which card should be played next. 

 Following the activity, students should review which words result in an increase to the 

account balance and which result in a decrease. 

 As an extension, students could transfer the information on the cards into the format 

of a bank statement.  They could then discuss whether there would be any additional 

regular transactions as well as surprise expenditures, such as an extra high mobile 

phone bill.  Students could also monitor their monetary transactions to design their 

own cards. 

  



 

 

 

 
Account balance is £241.74 
 
Withdraw £50.00. 
 

 
Account balance is £191.74 
 
The trainers bought last week are returned, 
crediting the account with £36.99. 
 

 
Account balance is £228.73 
 
a standing order for the phone bill of £17.99 
 

 
Account balance is £210.74 
 
monthly direct debit to savings account for 
£25.00 
 

 
Account balance is £185.74 
 
cheque received for £45.00 
 
 

 
Account balance is £230.74 
 
Interest on account is £1.07. 
 
 

 
Account balance is £231.81 
 
Bag up collection of pennies and deposit 
£2.00. 
 

 
Account balance is £233.81 
 
magazine subscription payment of £1.79 

 
Account balance is £232.02 
 
Earn £20.00 doing neighbour’s gardening. 
 
 

 
Account balance is £252.02 
 
A friend paid the £12.00 they owed you. 

 
Account balance is £264.02 
 
out with friends to the cinema and dinner 
costing a total of £28.36 
 

 
Account balance is £235.66 
 
net salary received for the part time job of 
£81.90 

 
Account balance is £317.56 
 
Pay parents £40.00 you borrowed from them 
last month. 
 

 
Account balance is £277.56 
 
direct debit for music downloads of £3.79 

 
Account balance is £273.77 
 
TV repayment (including interest on the 
finance scheme) £23.42 
 

 
Account balance is £250.35 
 
Buy a card and present for a friend’s birthday, 
costing £8.61 in total. 

 

 


