
 
 
 

Excavation in Egypt: Notes for teachers 
 

Key Stage 2 

Excavation in Egypt 
 
 
Notes for teachers 

 

National curriculum links 

• History: ancient Egypt 

 

About this session 

Students find out about the process of excavation and how it helps us find out about life in 

the past.  

 
Location  Clore Centre for Education 

Format group work, object handling, video 

Capacity 32 students 

Duration 60 minutes 

Price £60 

Sudents should wash their hands before the session and after handling objects. 

 

In detail 

• The session begins with video footage showing the excavation of an ancient Egyptian tomb, 

followed by the creation of a timeline and object handling. 

• Students then watch further footage revealing what happens to an object after it has been 

excavated and have a chance to consider the role of objects in helping us to find out about 

life in the past. 

 

Before your visit 

• Introduce/revise the key themes and key vocabulary listed below. 

• Locate modern Egypt in an atlas and on a globe. Talk about aspects of modern Egypt such 

as language and religion. 

 

After your visit 

• Write a first-person account of excavating an Egyptian tomb site. 

• Select an object studied in the workshop or seen in the ancient Egyptian galleries and 

discuss what particular aspects of life in the past it provides evidence for. 

• Print out a selection of objects and ask students to select a number and create their own 

museum display. Students could write labels for each object and explain why they have 

included them. 

• Create a class timeline for ancient Egypt and mark major historical events and the reigns of 

famous pharaohs on the timeline. 

. 

Find out more 

• More ancient Egypt resources and sessions  

• Related galleries: 4, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65  

• Take a look at the galleries with Google Street View 

• Search the collection online  and watch a video about conserving an ancient papyrus 

http://www.britishmuseum.org/learning/schools_and_teachers/resources/cultures/ancient_egypt.aspx
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@51.5199155,-0.127358,2a,75y,232.65h,86.25t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s0mmdbYRUs90brvy39toC6Q!2e0!7i13312!8i6656?hl=enhttps://www.google.co.uk/maps/@51.5192736,-0.1280944,2a,75y,233.31h,86.18t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s7Vrr0MlkjznT94Gn5LDPUQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656?hl=en
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/search.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q0zlBUbcWWQ&feature=relmfu
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Visit notes for students and adult helpers 

 
You can print this summary sheet and take it with you during your visit.  

 

Learning objectives 

• To see how we measure time to help us understand the past  

• To understand how objects are excavated near and in an ancient Egyptian tomb  

• To find out what happens to objects when they have been excavated 

 

Key words  

Ancient Egypt 

Tomb excavation 

Archaeologist 

Chronology 

BC 

AD 

Record 

Conserve 

Study 

 

Tomb excavation  

• You will begin by watching a video which shows the excavation of an ancient Egyptian tomb.  

• You will find out how archaeologists excavate an ancient Egyptian tomb. 

 

Timeline and object handling 

• The whole group will help to create a timeline running from nowadays back to the time of the 

ancient Egyptian pharaohs.  

• You will find out how chronology is used to measure time.  

• You will work in a small group to handle objects that might be found in an ancient tomb and 

discuss what they are made from, how old they are and what they were used for in 

ancient times. 

• You will work like an archaeologist investigating excavated objects. 

 
Post-excavation 

• You will watch video footage showing objects being recorded, conserved and stored in an 

ancient Egyptian tomb.  

• You will find out what happens to an object after it has been excavated. 

• You will discuss how objects help us find out about life in the past. 


