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                  The granite head of Ramesses II (also known as The Younger Memnon), Thebes, Egypt, c. 19th Dynasty


                  Younger Memnon on Collection online
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                                   Email: egyptian@britishmuseum.org 


            


  
    
                                  Phone: +44 (0)20 7323 8000


            


  
    
                                  Department of Egypt and Sudan
The British Museum
Great Russell Street
London 
WC1B 3DG


            



            


                      


          
                          
                  The Department of Egypt and Sudan houses an extensive collection of objects.

              

            
              
      They illustrate the cultures of the Nile Valley, from the Neolithic period (about 10,000 BC) until the present day. The Department also houses an important archive relating to Egyptology and Nubian Studies, and has one of the leading research libraries in this subject area.
Alongside the permanent display, the collection, archive and library are made accessible through touring exhibitions, loans, by appointment and via Collection online.
The Department's research staff develop exhibitions on aspects of the cultures of Egypt and Sudan, while also leading research on particular themes related to the collection, resulting in publications for both scholarly and other audiences.
Fieldwork in Egypt and Sudan, often in collaboration with UK and international institutions, forms part of this research. The Department also provides training programmes and research scholarships for scholars, curators and archaeologists from Egypt and Sudan.


  

          

        

      

    

  





  



    
        
    
  
    
      

    
  
      






  



  

  
    
              
            
                              
                Accessing the collection

            

                                      

  
    
      
          Collection online

        
          
        
      
    


    
                You can search for information and images about objects from the Egypt and Sudan collection on Collection online which has information about more than four million objects in the British Museum collection.


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Study room

        
          
        
      
    


    
                	You can make an appointment to view objects from the Egypt and Sudan collection in our study room. We recommend that you contact us at least four weeks before the date you wish to visit, otherwise it may be difficult to accommodate your request. Please complete our study room application form and email it to: esstudyroom@britishmuseum.org 
	The entrance to the Department of Egypt and Sudan Study Room is located on the East staircase – view the Museum map.
	To ensure the safety of all visitors and staff, face coverings are strongly recommended when entering and leaving the study rooms, but can be removed when seated. Please wash your hands before and after your study sessions using the facilities provided. Hand sanitiser is located throughout spaces where washing facilities are not readily available. Please do not visit if you feel unwell or have COVID-19 symptoms. Group visits are now possible.
	The study rooms may close at short notice due to staff illness or isolation requirements. We apologise in advance should this be necessary.
	When you arrive at the Museum for your appointment, please go to the Information Desk in the Great Court, and let the person who made your appointment know you have arrived. 
	It's open from 10.30–13.00 and 14.00–16.00 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
	It's closed in February every year.
	Visit our Study rooms page for general information. 
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                The Department of Egypt and Sudan houses one of the world's leading research library collections relating to the Egyptology and Nubian Studies, with over 20,000 items.
Using the library:
	Records of items held by the Department of Egypt and Sudan library may be accessed using the British Museum library catalogue.
	Library items can be viewed by appointment only.
	Please contact the library service at library@britishmuseum.org to make an appointment to consult library materials, allowing 10 working days for a reply. 
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                	You can search for images on Collection online which has information about more than four million objects in the British Museum collection. Most of these images are available free of charge for non-commercial purposes. 
	High-resolution digital images of most of the objects in the collection are available for purchase from BM Images.
	To commission new photography or to use images for commercial purposes, please contact sales@bmimages.com. 



          

  



  

  
    
      
          Galleries 

        
          
        
      
    


    
                	Room 4 – Egyptian sculpture
	Room 61 – Egyptian life and death: the tomb-chapel of Nebamun (The Michael Cohen Gallery)
	Rooms 62–63 – Egyptian death and afterlife: mummies (The Roxie Walker Galleries)
	Room 64 – Early Egypt 
	Room 65 – Sudan, Egypt and Nubia 
	Room 66 – Ethiopia and Coptic Egypt



          

  



  

  
    
      
          Egypt and Sudan – events and schools resources

        
          
        
      
    


    
                For school sessions and educational resources relating to Egypt and Sudan please see the Schools section of the website, particularly the ancient Egypt pages for children ages 7–11. 
To find out about events related to Egypt and Sudan (tours, talks, conferences and lectures) visit the Exhibition and events pages.
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                Further objects from Egypt and Sudan are housed in the following departments:
	Africa Oceania and the Americas
	Asia
	Britain, Europe and Prehistory
	Coins and Medals
	Greece and Rome
	Middle East



          

  




              

    

  

  






  



  

  
    
              
            
                              
                Object identification

            

                                      

  
    
      
          Key information

        
          
        
      
    


    
                The Department of Egypt and Sudan provides an object identification service. Through this, we offer opinions on objects held by members of the public.
If you have any questions about our identification service, please email the department at egyptian@britishmuseum.org in advance of your visit so a member of staff can advise. 
Please note:
	We can't provide valuations or certificates of authentication – if you require this advice, please consult a dealer or auctioneer.
	Neither the Trustees of the British Museum nor members of staff can accept liability for opinions given on objects submitted for examinations, or for information provided.
	The British Museum supports international efforts aimed at preventing damage to archaeological sites and the illicit trade in cultural objects.
	We can't, therefore, give an opinion on objects made and/or found outside the United Kingdom where the provenance is uncertain or contrary to national or international law.

Read more about the Object identification service. 


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Bringing objects to the Museum

        
          
        
      
    


    
                	The object identification service is available on Wednesday, between 14.00-16.00, by appointment only. Please email egyptian@britishmuseum.org to arrange an appointment. 
	The service is free, but no more than 10 objects can be shown at one time.



          

  



  

  
    
      
          Sending images of objects

        
          
        
      
    


    
                	If requests are made electronically, digital images should be sent to egyptian@britishmuseum.org.
	All images should be clear enough that any lettering and detail is legible, but individual emails should not exceed 2MB.
	Please indicate when and how the objects came into your possession.



          

  




              

    

  

  






  




  
    
            

                  
              History of the collection

          

        
        
          
            
                Objects from Ancient Egypt have formed part of the collection of the British Museum since its beginning. About 150 items from Hans Sloane's original collection were from Egypt.


Today the collection includes more than 100,000 objects, including a large collection of sculpture dating back to 10,000 BC.


Development


European interest in Egypt began to grow after Napoleon Bonaparte invaded in 1798, and his scholars recorded information about the country.


When the British defeated the French in Egypt in 1801, a number of antiquities were ceded in the treaty. In 1802, they were presented to the Museum in the name of George III. The most famous of these was the Rosetta Stone.


Egypt then came under the control of Mohammed Ali, who was determined to welcome foreigners into the country. As a result, foreign consuls began to form collections of antiquities.


Henry Salt, Britain's consul, created a large collection with his agent Belzoni, who was responsible for the removal of the colossal bust of Ramesses II, known as the 'Younger Memnon', presented to the British Museum in 1817.


Salt's two collections formed the core of the department’s holdings and in the 1830s many other important collections of papyri and antiquities were acquired. By 1866 the collection consisted of around 10,000 objects.


Collection and acquisition


Antiquities from controlled excavations started to come to the Museum in the late 19th century as a result of the work of the Egypt Exploration Fund (now Society).


The efforts of EA Wallis Budge (Keeper, 1894–1924) were another major source of antiquities. Budge regularly visited Egypt and built up a wide-ranging collection of papyri and funerary material. When he retired, the collection contained about 57,000 objects.


In the following years there were more limited programmes of excavation and today antiquities are no longer exported from Egypt, although the work of research and study on the collection continues, including archaeological fieldwork in Egypt and Sudan.


In recognition for the British Museum's involvement in salvage excavations around the Fourth Cataract in Sudan, the National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums has donated collections of study material from sites in the area.



            

          


           
            
                  
            
  
            

  




  
      
    Granite sphinx of Taharqo wearing a skull-cap and a double-uraeus. Kawa, Sudan, about 680 BC. 

    
    

  


      



            
          
              


    

    
  

  






  




  
    
            

                  
              Staff

          

        
        
          
            
                	Julie Renee Anderson – Curator: Sudan and Nubia
	Daniel Antoine – Keeper, Department of Egypt and Sudan
	Kelly Accetta Crowe – Project Curator: Egyptian Touring Exhibitions
	Loretta Kilroe – Project Curator: Sudan and Nubia
	Marcel Marée – Curator: Egyptian Art, Sculpture
	Elisabeth O'Connell  – Curator: Byzantine World, Coptic
	Marie Vandenbeusch – Curator: Funerary Culture of the Nile Valley
	Rebecca Whiting – Curator: Bioarchaeology

The work of the department is supported by a team of Collections Managers and administrative staff.


            

          


          
              


    

    
  

  






  




  
    
            

                  
              Research

          

        
        
          
            
                The collection is a vital resource for continuing research. Departmental staff and other scholars study particular areas of the collection, extending our understanding of the people, history, art, culture and technology of successive phases of the Nile Valley.


Other research has focused on more wide-ranging aspects of Egyptology, including:


	Excavations and fieldwork
	Scientific analysis and investigation
	Historical subjects
	The interaction of ancient Egypt with neighbouring cultures

Some of this research has been presented in a series of International Colloquia organised by the department.


We publish some of our research in full catalogues, so that information is available to others. We also publish articles in journals, and in lectures inside and outside the Museum.


The collection has been digitised, to create records of the entire holdings. This has given us access to different classes of material, assisting external scholars, students or the public.


The British Museum makes a substantial contribution to excavation and fieldwork throughout the world, through its own projects and through collaboration with other institutions.


Find out about some of our research projects below. 



            

          


           
            
                  
            
  
            

  




  
      
    Wooden inner-coffin of Henutmehyt with gilt and glass decoration.

    
    

  


      



            
          
              


    

    
  

  



  

  
    
            
                              
                Research projects

            

                                      

  
    
      
          Circulating Artefacts

        
          
        
      
    


    
                Circulating Artefacts (CircArt) was launched in April 2018 to assist in the fight against the widespread global trade in illegally sourced antiquities, with special focus on those from Egypt and Sudan. Project partners included cultural organisations and universities in Egypt and Sudan, auction houses and dealers, and law enforcement agencies. CircArt was funded by the British Council’s Cultural Protection Fund, in partnership with the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport. The project was completed in February 2021.
CircArt created a semantic knowledge-based platform to record objects in the antiquities trade. The project also conducted a programme of skills and resource sharing aimed at key parties in local communities. To enable a wider transmission of skills and expertise, CircArt developed an e-Learning course on counteracting the looting and trafficking of cultural property, which remains accessible in English and Arabic.
Find out more about the project and register for the e-Learning course.


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Egypt documentation project

        
          
        
      
    


    
                The Egypt Documentation Project started in March 2015 as a two-year programme, supported by Arcadia – A charitable fund by Lisbet Rausing and Peter Baldwin, training early-career archaeologists from the Egyptian Ministry of Antiquities in digital documentation of artefacts. In March 2017, a second phase of the Egypt Documentation Project was launched, focusing on the digitisation and documentation of glass negatives in the Ministry of Antiquities archives.
At the centre of the project is an aim to ensure the preservation for future generations of the knowledge embedded within artefacts, whether they are archaeological objects or photographs. The focus has therefore been on providing support to Ministry of Antiquities staff to undertake complete documentation of the materials in their care. This is done through on-the-job training in photography and cataloguing, led by British Museum photographers and documentation specialists, and by providing support to the trainees in their ongoing documentation activities.
Two archives participated in the second phase: The Archives of the Egyptian Museum in Cairo (AEMC) and the Scientific Archives of the Documentation Center (SADC), which is located in the Ministry of Antiquities headquarters in Zamalek, Cairo.
Each archive holds around 25,000 glass negatives dating from the 1870s to the 1950s, covering such diverse subjects as prehistoric cemeteries, life on excavations, museum displays, views of ancient and Islamic monuments, artefacts and daily life scenes from the turn of the last century. The collections contain glass plates in many formats, ranging in size from 6.5x6cm to 30x40cm. Most of the photographs have never been published and will be made available for the first time.
Two teams of archive staff have been trained on digitisation, using high-end DSLR cameras to capture digital copies of the glass negatives, and cataloguing using international metadata standards.
More than 20,000 negatives have been digitised to date and are now being catalogued in a bespoke database developed by ResearchSpace. Information from this database will be made available in an online catalogue of the digitised negatives, hosted by the Ministry of Antiquities.
Some of the glass negatives were displayed in an exhibition in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, entitled Capturing Egypt on Glass: Photographic Treasures from the Ministry of Antiquities Archives. The aim of the exhibition was to disseminate the results of the project and to promote the wealth of information about the history of Egyptology, archaeology and photography in Egypt that is being revealed through the careful and systematic digitisation of the glass negatives.
The exhibition was opened by the Minister of Antiquities, Dr Khaled El-Enany, and the British Museum Director, Hartwig Fischer, on 1 April 2018.


          

  



  

  
    
      
          The Berber-Abidiya archaeological project

        
          
        
      
    


    
                The Berber-Abidiya region is situated just south of the fifth Nile cataract in Sudan. This project, a joint mission with the Sudanese National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums (NCAM), is focused on the late Kushite city of Dangeil (third century BC – fourth century AD) and associated cemeteries.
Find out more about this project. 
 
 


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Antinoupoulis at the British Museum

        
          
        
      
    


    
                Antinoupolis is a Roman city founded by the emperor Hadrian in Middle Egypt in AD 130. The city flourished as a regional capital into Late Antiquity (AD 250–800). Objects from the site vividly illustrate the daily lives of its inhabitants.
In 1913/1914, John de Monins Johnson excavated the site on behalf of the Egypt Exploration Society. While literature and documents surviving on papyrus (ancient paper) have been published, other object-types from the site have not. This project seeks to make these objects and excavation documentation available.
Find out more about this project.
 
 


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Wadi Sarga at the British Museum

        
          
        
      
    


    
                In Late Antiquity, the Monastery of Apa Thomas was established in abandoned stone quarries at Wadi Sarga located about 25km south of Lykopolis (modern Asyut).
Active from about AD 600–800, the Christian settlement at Wadi Sarga provides an excellent case study for the social function of monasteries during the period in which Christianity became the dominant religion in Egypt and Islam was introduced.
Find out more about this project.


          

  



  

  
    
      
          History of the Asyut region

        
          
        
      
    


    
                Urban Development and Regional Identities in Middle Egypt: A Deep History of the Asyut Region
This project aims to implement a holistic approach to map, preserve and present Egypt’s heritage by looking at the broad spectrum of history – from 3000 BC up until the present day – at multi-layered sites. It includes the varied responses of local communities who live atop the layers of history below.
Find out more about this project.


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Amara West

        
          
        
      
    


    
                Amara West is an ancient town in northern Sudan, the administrative capital of Upper Nubia, known as Kush, occupied by pharaonic Egypt between 1500 and 1070 BC. Each year a team of specialists excavates at the town, revealing ancient buildings and recovering objects.
This project aims to provide new insights into what life was like for the ancient inhabitants through further study and scientific analysis, helping us to learn about where the inhabitants came from, what food they cooked and ate, their health, and the craft activities that took place in their houses.
Find out more about this project.


          

  




              

    

  

  






  




  
    
            

                  
              Lectures and colloquium

          

        
        
          
            
                Since 1992, the British Museum has hosted an annual keynote lecture presenting the latest research on Egypt and Nubia. 


The lecture is accompanied by the Annual Egyptological Colloquium on a related theme, with invited speakers from around the world. An overview of past lectures and colloquia provides a glimpse of how research on the cultures of the Nile Valley has developed in the last two decades.


Read about these lectures and colloquia.



            

          


           
            
                  
            
  
            

  




  
      
    The Pitt-Rivers Knife, from Sheikh Hamadeh, Egypt, about 3200 BC. 

    
    

  


      



            
          
              


    

    
  

  






  




  
    
            

                  
              Egypt and Sudan newsletter

          

        
        
          
            
                A yearly illustrated newsletter presenting the British Museum’s work in, and on the subject of, Egypt and Sudan.


The newsletter includes updates on excavations, research projects, new exhibitions, galleries and training programmes.


The short articles are written by specialists from across the Departments of the British Museum, but also by external scholars who have collaborated with the Museum, or researched aspects of the collection.


Read the latest newsletter:


	Issue 9 (2022)
	Issue 7–8 (2020–2021)
	Issue 6 (2019)
	Issue 5 (2018)
	Issue 4 (2017)
	Issue 3 (2016)
	Issue 2 (2015)
	Issue 1 (2014)



            

          


           
            
                  
            
  
            

  




  
      
    Fowling in the marshes, fragment of wall painting from the tomb of Nebamun. Egypt, 1350 BC.
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          Circulating Artefacts

          
                 

      
              
              A cross-platform alliance against the looting of pharaonic antiquities.



        

      
      


      
    

  



  
	
    




  

          
          
  
            

      
      

    

  




  
  


  
      

    
    

      


                      

          

              
          Collaborative Doctoral Awards

          
                 

      
              
              How the British Museum and the AHRC support research students.



        

      
      


          Find out more and apply


    

  



  
	
    




  

          
          
  
            

      
      

    

  




  
  


  
      

    
    

      


                      

          

              
          Sudan, Egypt and Nubia

          
                 

      
              
              This gallery tells the story of Sudan, southern Egypt, Nubia and the river Nile.



        

      
      


          Visit Room 65


    

  



  
	
    




  

          
          
  
            

      
      

    

  




  
  


  
      

    
    

      


                      

          

              
          Egyptian sculpture gallery

          
                 

      
              
              The Egyptian sculpture gallery's unique atmosphere provides a truly memorable space.
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