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residents to conserve and display the
archaeological heritage of  this important
trading settlement. A site museum and
cultural centre was built using traditional
materials and techniques. The prize was
awarded collectively to the community of
Agua Blanca for their extensive work.
Planned excavations include a new dig in
Sudan, looking at a site that was the colonial
capital when Egypt conquered Nubia in the
reign of  Ramesses II; fieldwork in Ethiopia for
an exhibition on Islam in Africa; a project
with colleagues in Asia exploring the golden
age of  Gupta India; and an interdisciplinary
study of  the Indian Ocean, bringing together
sites in China, south Asia, Africa and the
Middle East to examine the history of  trade
and cultural exchange.

Fieldwork
One of  the BM’s perennial activities is
digging. Fieldwork in the UK and
internationally is usually collaborative,
sometimes guiding, often supporting
colleagues from other institutions and other
countries. But the intellectual digging goes 
on long after the tents are packed away. 
BM curators and scientists can spend 
years exploring the complexities and
reconfigurations new artefacts and new site
information provide. For the general public,
the application of  this scholarly investigation
is often incorporated into BM displays, such
as the new Medieval and Nebamun galleries.

Fieldwork in the UK is wide-ranging. It
includes recording valuable site information
across the country for finds reported through
the Portable Antiquities Scheme and work on
the Ancient Human Occupation of  Britain
(AHOB) – a collaboration with the Natural
History Museum, Royal Holloway, Queen
Mary and Durham University, funded by the
Leverhulme Trust. AHOB is examining the
earliest prehistory of  Britain from the first
human colonisers, about 700,000 years ago,
up to the end of  the Last Ice Age. Excavations
of  ancient deposits at Happisburgh, Norfolk
are pushing back the dating of  early human
habitation in Europe, rewriting several
hundred thousand years of  history.

Studies of  the results of  past excavations at
the port of  Siraf  in Iran are helping to clarify
early patterns of  Islamic trade. Among the
finds of  ceramics and ruined buildings was the
discovery of  East African cooking pots, which
may suggest the early presence of  migrant
workers. Across the globe, President Raphael
Correa of  Ecuador awarded the BM’s 20-year
project in Agua Blanca the 2008 Hernan
Crespo Toral National Prize for Cultural
Achievement. Staff  collaborated with local

Udayagiri, India 
BM staff  collaborated with
colleagues in Bhopal to examine
the only surviving site connected
with imperial Gupta India 
(AD 320–500), whose kings
added sculptures, inscriptions and
water-features to this ancient
astronomical centre. 

Domuztepe, Turkey
This archaeological site in Turkey
is the largest known example of  a
Late Neolithic settlement. It is
currently being excavated by the
University of  Manchester and the
BM under the sponsorship of  the
British Institute at Ankara.
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World Collections
Programme
The World Collections Programme (WCP) is a
unique alliance of  UK institutions: the British
Museum, British Library, Tate, V&A, Natural
History Museum and Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew. The programme is chaired by Neil
MacGregor and has received £3 million over
three years from DCMS. Its aim is to develop
greater access to these six world collections
and the body of  expertise they represent
among institutions and audiences in Asia 
and Africa. 

In its first year, WCP supported 20 projects
involving representatives from 14 different
countries. These included 26 separate training
and capacity-building activities, such as the
BM-led sustainable redevelopment of  cultural
heritage storage facilities at the Nairobi
Museum using locally sourced materials. 

At the National Museum in Ethiopia, the BM
conducted training workshops in exhibition
display and textiles conservation. An
ambitious museum management seminar in
Damascus for Syrian, Jordanian and
Palestinian museum professionals was
delivered to coincide with the V&A’s World
Ceramics exhibition. Representatives from five
of  the six WCP partners, including the BM,
were present.

The World Collections Programme has toured
a V&A-led exhibition, Indian Life and
Landscapes, to Mumbai and Jodhpur and
enabled the development of  an exhibition of
digital photographs from the archives of  the
six WCP partners for the National Museum in
Kabul (scheduled to open December 2009). 
It also funded 25 staff  exchanges and six
research and development exercises (including
a significant focus on Middle Eastern
contemporary art) to initiate a series of  long-
term partnerships across Asia and Africa. 

Cultural partnerships 
Delegates from the National
Museums of  Kenya visited the
UK in October 2008 to mark 
the start of  their involvement with 
the World Collections Programme. 

International
programmes
The BM runs programmes of  exchange,
training and research worldwide, sharing its
expertise with overseas partners, often with
reciprocal benefits to the UK. Money in Africa,
supported by the AHRC, moves across
disciplinary and national boundaries to
examine the history of  money and trade in
Africa. Work with African colleagues ranges
from shared research to cataloguing
collections in Africa and training. But the
programme has also taken an innovative
approach to using the work in Africa to
establish ties with British African-Caribbean
groups such as the Camden Black Parents 
and Teachers Association. The groups’
involvement has been praised by the AHRC
and one of  many outcomes of  Money in Africa

will be the shaping of  new materials for
teaching African history to schoolchildren in
the UK.

The BM’s Africa Programme engages African
museums to develop exhibitions, maintain
collections and train staff. It is generously
supported by the Ford Foundation, Leventis
Foundation and others. Individual projects,
such as a workshop for artists in Maputo,
Mozambique, are balanced against longer
term programmes, such as those in Kenya.
These included ethnographic storage and a
regional museum exchange between Kenya’s
Meru Museum and the Museum for East
Anglian Life in Stowmarket. West African
programmes ranged from training in display
and interpretation in Ghana to the
development of  a Collections Management
Centre. Future work includes work placements
for colleagues from Nigeria to prepare for an

Iraq, 2008
Keeper John Curtis and Major
Hugo Clarke descend the ziggurat
at Ur as BM staff  and the
British Army make a visit to
monitor cultural heritage in Iraq.
(© Crown copyright)

International Curatorial
Training Programme
Curators from nine countries
attended the BM’s annual summer
school in 2008 for training,
research and professional
development at participating 
UK museums.

Memorandum of
Understanding
BM Director Neil MacGregor
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding in July 2008 
with the Director of  the National
Museum of  Iran, Mohammad
Reza Mehrandish.
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exhibition of  material from Ife and developing
a higher education curriculum and digital
resources in Sierra Leone.

National partners support many of  the BM’s
programmes, such as the International
Curatorial Training Programme (ICTP),
which brings together young curators from
around the world for a summer school of
training and research. The 2008 ICTP
(funded by a consortium of  trusts, private
donors and the DCMS) saw 18 participants
from Iraq, Iran, Egypt, Sudan, Turkey, Kenya,
South Africa, China and India work not just
with the BM but museums in Cardiff,
Glasgow, Lincoln, Manchester and Newcastle.

The BM’s work in the Middle East was widely
reported. In September 2008, the
International Council of  Museums, in
association with the BM, published a Red List
of  Afghanistan Antiquities at Risk. In Iraq,
the BM was involved in several projects to
protect the country’s cultural heritage. In early
June 2008, the BM and the British Army
(Multinational Division), with the support of
the State Board for Antiquities and Heritage
in Iraq, undertook a joint project to assess the
state of  key archaeological sites in southern
Iraq. John Curtis, Keeper of  the Department
of  the Middle East, was part of  the team
which visited Ur, Larsa and six other sites to
evaluate archaeological damage and propose
measures to secure the areas. Photographs are
posted on the BM website.

Plans for a new museum in Basra were
unveiled, and the DCMS funded extended
study visits to the BM by the director of  the
Basra Museum and two academics from
Qadasiyeh University in Diwaniya. With the
support of  the Iraqi government, it is hoped
that the new Basra Museum may soon
become a reality.

Iraq, 2008
The ancient site of  Uruk (now
Warka) is seen here with the
shadow of  the inspection team’s
Merlin helicopter. Settled for at
least 5000 years, Uruk was by
the end of  the 4th millennium BC

the largest urban centre in
Mesopotamia, possibly in the
world. (© Crown copyright)
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BM activities
across the globe

USA: Los Angeles (1)
The first North American exhibition
on Baroque artist Gian Lorenzo
Bernini included this drawing of  
a boy from the BM collection.
Travelling afterwards to Ottawa, it
brought together works from Paris,
Rome, Berlin and London.

USA: Boston (2)
One of  the world’s finest collections
of  Assyrian artefacts resides in the
BM. The BM tour, Art and Empire, has
shown them to audiences from China
to Spain and, in 2008/9, the USA.

ECUADOR: Agua Blanca (3)
At Agua Blanca, the BM worked
with local residents to preserve
finds and build a cultural centre.
President Raphael Correa awarded
the project a prize in 2008 for
cultural achievement.

NORWAY: Stavanger (4)
On the west coast of  Norway, an
exhibition at the Arkeologisk
Museum featured several BM loans: 
a bronze mirror mounted with
falcons, a silver bull and two 22cm
wooden boats with their crews from
Ancient Egypt.

BELGIUM: Brussels (5)
The European Parliament honoured
Arab Week with a display of  BM
objects from the Middle East. It
included 9th-century ceramics from
Egypt and Iraq, and this Turkish
astrolabe inlaid with silver and
copper made by Abd al-Karim 
al-Misri in 1241.

CROATIA: Krapina (6)
Neanderthal remains up to 120,000
years old from a cave north of
Zagreb were examined by BM
conservators and scientists to assess
past damage and future care.

NIGERIA: Lagos (7)
Conservators Kolawole Adeyera from
Ibadan Museum (left) and Simeon
Momoh from Lagos Museum held
work placements at the BM to carry
out treatment to a stone figure from
Ife for a major exhibition next year.

TURKEY: Domuztepe (8)
With the British Institute at Ankara
and the University of  Manchester,
the BM excavated a late Neolithic site
to study the transition from village
societies to urban ones.

KENYA: Nairobi (9)
Ties with Kenya range from
exhibitions to welcoming visiting
scholars to the BM for research 
and training. Here designer 
Suzanne Wanjaria installs objects 
in the ‘Cycle of  Life’ gallery at 
the National Museums of  
Kenya, Nairobi. 

QATAR: Doha (10)
The Bengali Gazi Scroll, c.1800, was
the BM’s loan to the new Museum of
Islamic Art in Doha for Beyond
Boundaries: Islamic Art across Cultures.
Twenty leading museums lent one
prize artefact each.

INDIA: Udayagiri (11)
With colleagues from Bhopal, 
BM archaeologists studied an
astronomical site from the 2nd
century BC, later used by the Gupta
kings to consolidate their imperial
authority. Future research will
reassess aspects of  Gupta culture.

CHINA: Shanghai (12)
The BM sent Greek and Roman
sculptures to China in The Ancient
Olympic Games, a BM touring
exhibition that included the
celebrated Discobolus. It was seen by 
over 430,000 visitors in Shanghai 
and Hong Kong.
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Fundraising and
finance
Operating activity 
In 2008/9, the UK government increased
grant-in-aid for running costs to the BM by
almost 3% to nearly £43 million. Operating
expenditure was within budget and income. 

The Trustees would like to express their 
thanks to all those who so generously supported
the BM in 2008/9. Private philanthropy and
corporate sponsorship remain of  prime
importance to the BM’s achievements. The
BM continues to rely on the extraordinary
generosity of  a large number of  individuals,
international companies, trusts and
foundations. Pledges totalling more than 
£8 million were received during the year,
allowing significant investment to improve
gallery space, essential work on the
infrastructure to bring it up to international
standards, conservation of  and research into
the collection, and a rich and varied public
programme.

Galleries
This year saw the opening of  four major new
galleries at the BM to widespread acclaim.
Significant areas of  the collection can now be
displayed in modern showcases, using new
technology and multimedia to give visitors
access to recent scholarship. This was possible
only through the generosity of  private 
donors – Sir Joseph Hotung, Sir Harry and
Lady Djanogly, Sir Ronald and Lady Cohen,
and Paul and Jill Ruddock – to whom the BM
is enormously indebted. 

Northwest Development
The Northwest Development will ensure the
BM maintains its position as a leading
institution for the study of  human culture in
London, the United Kingdom and the world.

Through an upgrade of  key facilities, the
development will address urgent needs in terms
of  the BM’s infrastructure and will provide a
new exhibition space, state-of-the-art
conservation and science laboratories and
studios, world-class accommodation for the
study collection, as well as facilities to support
the BM’s extensive UK and international loan
programmes. It will allow the BM to enhance
the exhibition experience, lend more artefacts
and most importantly continue to preserve the
collection for future generations.

Funding for the £135 million project is well
underway, with £90 million already raised.
The funds have come from a variety of  sources,
including the Department for Culture, Media
and Sport. The Trustees are confident the BM
can raise the remaining funding to complete
the project.

Partnerships
The new Samsung Digital Discovery Centre –
a technological hub for children and young
people to learn about and interact with the BM
collection – is an example of  how partnerships
with the corporate sector allow the BM to
deliver outstanding new projects. The centre
opened in March 2009, but Samsung have
partnered the BM for five years so that the
project can continue to develop. The company
has provided wireless technology for the centre
that includes notebook computers, tablet PCs,
digital video and stills cameras for use by
pupils, as well as presentation equipment
including LCD televisions and photo-frames,
printers, projectors and DVD players. It is
support from international companies such 
as Samsung that enables the BM to deliver
improvements to its public services.

Exhibitions
A wide range of  sponsors, individuals, trusts
and foundations was also vital in ensuring the
delivery of  a very strong exhibitions

programme in 2008/9, with, for example,
support for the Hadrian exhibition from BP; 
for Babylon: Myth and Reality from the Blavatnik
Family Foundation; and for Shah ‘Abbas: 
The Remaking of  Iran from the Iran Heritage
Foundation.

Acquisitions
The BM continues to enrich its collection in
many ways, spending around £1.5 million on
acquisitions during the year, as well as receiving
significant donations. A relevant, dynamic and
evolving collection is the lifeblood of  any
museum responsive to the ever-changing needs
of  society, taste and cultural perspectives. 
The Trustees are particularly grateful to the
Patrons and Donors who generously supported
this important area of  BM activity.

Inflationary pressure and reduced funding
opportunities have threatened this essential
activity in recent years, but there is a huge
potential across the UK for individual
philanthropy. Tax relief  now covers lifetime
gifts of  cash, stocks and shares, and land, but
not of  objects that would be valuable additions
to museums, galleries, libraries and archives. 
The BM would be keen to build on the success
of  schemes such as acceptance-in-lieu by
extending tax relief  to lifetime gifts of
significant cultural objects in order to preserve
them for public benefit.

Commercial
A run of  successful international exhibitions, in
addition to cementing relationships with other
museums across the world, continues to provide
essential funding for new activities. On-site
commercial activity also benefited from the
exhibitions programme and strong overall
visitor numbers, with profits of  £1.4 million
generated from retail and hospitality during
the year. 

The full audited report and accounts for the year ended
31 March 2009 will be available on the BM website,
www.britishmuseum.org, and copies may be obtained 
by writing to the Head of  Finance, British Museum,
Great Russell Street, London, WC1B 3DG.
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Partnership UK is a
network comprising 17
major museum services
and the National Trust
site at Sutton Hoo. The
partners cover Scotland,
Wales, Northern Ireland
and the nine regions of
England. Collaborative
activities and loans are
undertaken with many
more museums and
organisations around
the UK.

Partnership UK

Belfast, Ulster Museum 
(National Museums 
Northern Ireland) 

Birmingham Museum and 
Art Gallery 

Bolton Museums, Art 
Gallery and Aquarium

Bowes Museum
Bradford Museums, Galleries

and Heritage
Bristol’s Museums, Galleries 

and Archives 
Cardiff, National Museum 

Wales 
Exeter City Museums & Art 

Gallery
Glasgow Museums 
Hampshire County Council 

Museums and Archives 
Service 

Leicester City Museums 
Service 

Lincoln, The Collection: Art 
and Archaeology in 
Lincolnshire

London, Horniman Museum 
Manchester Museum 
Norfolk Museums and 

Archaeology Service 
Sutton Hoo Visitor Centre, 

Suffolk, National Trust 
Tyne and Wear Museums 
York Museums Trust
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Lochgilphead
London
Los Angeles
Luton
Madrid
Malibu
Manama
Manchester
Martigny
Milan
Milwaukee
Monaco
Monte Carlo
Münster
New Haven
New York
Newbury
Newcastle
Norfolk, Virginia
Norwich
Nottingham
Osaka
Ottawa
Oxford
Paris
Parma
Penzance
Perugia
Plymouth
Port-Royal-des-Champs
Reading
Redbridge
Reggio Emilia
Richmond
Rome
Rotherham
Santa Ana
Santiago de Compostela
Scarborough
Schwerin
Scunthorpe
Seattle
Shanghai
Sharjah
Sheffield
South Shields
Speyer
Stavanger
Stockholm
Stromness
Stroud
Sunderland
Swansea
Sydney
Thetford
Tokyo
Truro
Turin
Venice
Vienna
Walsall
Waltham Abbey
Washington
Wellingborough
Winchester
Woodbridge
Worksop
Yokohama
York
Zaragoza
Zürich

World loans

Aberdeen
Aberystwyth
Alcester
Alert Bay
Amsterdam
Anglesey
Atlanta
Aylesbury
Barcelona
Basel
Bedford
Belfast
Berlin
Bern
Birmingham
Bishop’s Stortford
Blackburn
Blackpool
Bonn
Boston
Bradford
Brighton
Bristol
Bruges
Budapest
Bury St Edmunds
Cambridge
Canberra
Cardiff
Carlisle
Chicago
Chichester
Cologne
Corning
Dallas
Doha
Dover
Downpatrick
Dresden
Durham
Düsseldorf
Edinburgh
Florence
Fort Worth
Frankfurt
Fukuoka
Gateshead
Geneva
Glasgow
Gloucester
Haarlem
Hagi
Halifax
Hampshire
Hartlepool
Hull
Istanbul
Kanagawa
Kansas City
Karlsruhe
Kendal
Kingston-upon-Hull
Kyoto
Leeds
Lincoln
Littlehampton
Liverpool
Ljubljana
Llandudno
Llanfairpwll

Between 1 April 2008
and 31 March 2009, BM
objects have been seen
in cities across the world
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