Living in the Late Chalcolithic

What can the objects in the
Pithos House tell us about Late
Chalcolithic life?

The Pithos House was destroyed by fire
(accidently or intentionally), leaving traces of
wooden beams and roofing material as well as a
uniquely rich assemblage of around 280 artefacts
preserved on the floor, providing a great deal of
evidence for daily life. In addition to the pottery,
the fire also left evidence of the different
activities undertaken by the people using the
roundhouse. These include making bone and
stone tools, and food and liquid preparation and
consumption. Particularly frequent are ground
stone tools such as axes, chisels and stones for
grinding grain. One stone installation is possibly
the earliest known olive press on the island. The
fierceness of the fire that destroyed the house
suggests that many of the storage vessels may
have contained olive oil. The most poignant find
was the skeletal remains of an infant found
within the debris of the building but we don’t
know the circumstances of the child’s death. ; ; s X )

gdatddadov kat apydtepa wg Pdon yia Tn oTeEpéwon ayyeiov.
Other less obviously functional finds in the
collapse from the house include rare and exotic
blue faience beads, evidence for some of the
earliest copper working on the island, large
triton sea shells, and numbers of small stones
shaped into cones. The function of these remains
mysterious but they may have been tokens for
exchange. One has a geometric design engraved
into the base and it may have functioned as a
stamp seal, suggesting a possible administrative
or symbolic function. This is one of only two
examples of this type known from the Late
Chalcolithic. There is no doubt that the Pithos
House was a building of a special nature,
perhaps providing evidence for privileged access
to resources by some sectors of society.

~ Building the physical and virtual
. Pithos House

The building you are standing in was constructed during
2010 by Dr Paul Croft, with help from archaeology
undergraduates from around the world, volunteers from the
Paphos area, particularly the members of the Paphos U3A,
and the children of Kissonerga village.

A A deer antler haft, originally used as a handle for a

stone adze or axe head.
Képato elagiov To omoio ypnowpomoieito wg Aafn Aibivng

ativag 1 medéxews. The computer modelling and rendering was executed by

Matthew Dalton using Autodesk 3d Studio Max software,
with additional ceramic modelling making use of McNeel
Rhinoceros 3d, software particularly suited to the
modelling of curved surfaces. Photorealistic textures for
architectural and artefactual models were created using
Adobe Photoshop CS4, derived from high resolution
digital photographs of actual archaeological objects taken
in the Paphos District Museum.

Want to know more?

Many of the finds from Kissonerga-Mosfilia are on
display in the Paphos District Museum. The House
Bowl and its contents, along with many of the
spectacular finds from Kissonerga-Mosfilia and
other prehistoric sites can be seen in the Cyprus
Museum, Lefkosia.

Ocdete va udaBete mepioootepa;
A colour booklet giving more information on
IToMéa amod ta evprpata amwd tnv 0éon Kiooovepya-
Mooogidia extifevtal oto Emapytako Apyatodoyiko
Movoeio ITagov. To Owkiopop@o Ayyeio kat To TEPLEXOUEVO
TOV, OTTWG KAl TOMA a0 TA EVTVTIWOLAKA EVPHUATA ATTO TNV
Kiooovepya-Moaooilia kat dA\ovg TpoioToptkovg
APXAOAOYIKOVG XWPOVG, UITopEiTe va Ta Davpacete 0To
Kvnplaxo Movoeio otnv Asvkwoia.

Kissonerga-Mosfilia and the neighbouring site of
Lemba-Lakkous is available locally for sale from
the Kissonerga Community Council office, Lemba
Pottery in Lemba Village and the Paphos District
Museum, as well as museums and book shops
around Cyprus.

These posters can be found online linked to the
websites of the Manchester Museum, the British
Museum and the Archaeology department of the
University of Edinburgh.

O £yXpwHOG EVNUEPWTIKOG 081 YOG YE TTEPLOTOTEPES
TAnpoopieg yla Ty 0éon Kiooovepya-Moopilia, kabwg
KAl Yla ToV YETOVIKO Ywpo oty Béon Aéuma-Aaxkovg,
dtatifetat wpog TwAnom oo Kowotikd ZvufovAlo
Kioodvepyag, oto kataotnpa kepapeikwv Lemba Pottery
otnv Aépma, oto Emapytako Apyatoloyiké Movoeio ITagov
KkaBwg kat o dMa povoeia kat BipMonmtwAela ava tnv Kompo.

Progress on the current excavations at Bronze Age
Kissonerga-Skalia can be viewed at
http://digcypruskissonerga.wordpress.com/

A A hollow stone probably used as an olive oil press, and later as a pot stand.
ITétpa ue xotAdtnta n omoia mbavétata ypnowomoOnke wg meathpio eMdg yia Tny mapaywyr

AMNa evpripata, 1 xprion Twv omoiwy eivar ArydTepo mpo@avig,
mepidapPavovy uepixéc amd Tig apyadtepeg evdeikels
emeepyaoiag yadkov oo vioi dmwg Kar omdvieg, e5wTIKE
YAVTPES amé QayievTavy], ueydda koyvAia TpiTwves Kat UIKpEg
TETPES OUIAEUEVEG o€ oxAua kwvov. H Aeitovpyia avtdy Twy
avTIKEWPEVWY Tapapével awviypatiky], alld (ows va
xpHoLpomolotvTo wg ovpPolixd tekurpia avtallaywv. Mia
amd Tig TETpeg PEPEL YewpeTpIKt eyxdpaln oty Bdon Tng Kau
{ows va ypnoomoLeito wg o@payida yia dtoiknTikovs  dAAovg
ovpPolixots oxomots. Zrnv Yotepn Xadkodbixi] éxer fpebei
£va Uovo akoun TapouoLo avTikeiuevo avtov Tov TOTov. Xwplc
appiBolia To “Zmiti ye Tovg I1iBovs” fitav ibiaitepo kTipio Kat
{ows va paptupel 6T1 Kdmota Tuhpata Tov TAnBvopod eiyav
TpovouLaxy TpoaPact aTovs TOPOVS THG KOWOTHTA.

A cache of ground stone axes
and adzes and other tools.
ITédexeig, akiveg kar dMa AiBva

<« gpyaleia evamwotebeipéva oe kpOTTH.

H @uoixn xat eixovikn avamapaywyt
Tov “Zmti00 ye Tovg IiOovg”

To ktipio To omoio Bpiokeote kataokevdoTnke To 2010 and Tov
PaulCroft ue tnv modvTiun PoriBeia poitnTdy amddo Tov xéouo,
ebedovtaw and thv meproyn tng Ildov, diaitepa Twv pueddv Tov
PaphosU3A, kat Twv maudiav tng xowoétntag ¢ Kioobvepyas.

H ymeuaxh amewcévion éywe amd tov Matthew Dalton, o omoiog
ypnowpomoinoe Aoyropixd Autodesk 3dStudioMax. Iia Ty

ATEIROVLON TwY KEpapelkwy ypnoipomoiiOnke McNeelRhinoceros 3d,

Aoyiopd 1dautépws katdAAndo yia THv avamwapaywyn KvpT@y
emoaveidv. H gwtopeadiotixs] ver Twv apyitektovyudtwy Ka
TEYVoUpYnudTwy éyvay oto Aoyiouké AdobePhotoshop CS4 pe Ty
emeepyacia pwtoypaLdy vymAi avddvong apyaiwy evpnudtwy
mov Bpiokovtar oo Emapyiaxd Apyaodoyixé Movaeio Ildpov.

Mmopeite emwiong va Ppeite Ta KEPEVA TWV EVNUEPWTIKWY
TVAKWY OTLG LoTOoEASEG Tov Movoeiov Tov Mavtoeotep
(Manchester Museum) xat tov Tufjpatog Apyatodoyiag Tov
[Mavemotnpiov tov ESwPovpyov (Archaeology Depart-
ment, University of Edinburgh).

['a va evnuepweite yia Ty TpO0d0 TNG TPEXOVTAG
avaocka@r otnv 0éon Kioodvepya-Exadid (Emoxrig Tov
Xahko0) emioke@Beite TNV 1oTooeA S
http://digcypruskissonerga.wordpress.com.

Ti papTvpovv Ta evpHUaATA 0TO
“Iriti ue rovg I1iBovg” yia Tnv {wn
oty Yorepn XadxkoAOkn exoxn;

To “Eqiti ue Tovg IiBovs” kataotpdenke and mupkayd (n
omola mpoxMiOnke eite and atvynua eite oxémpa) aprvovTag
katdAoima E0Avwy Sokdv Kai vAkoV oTéyng, 6mws Ka pia ‘
uovadixd mhovaia coMoyr mepimov 280 TeyvovpynudTwy Tov o NS
TAPEUEVAY TVVTHPNUEVA 0TO TATWUA TIPOTPEPOVTAG UAG £TOT R
omovdaia orotyeia yia Thv kabnuepvn {wh T emoyns. Extdg SRR
and Ta kepayeixd £i8n, SiaocwOnkav amd T pwtid kau evOeitelg B St
S1a@opwy SpacTnpLoTHTWY TwV KATOKWY TOV OTITIOU
oYeTI{OUEVES pe TNY KaTaokevh) 00TéWwY Kat AiBivwy
epyaleiwy Kail pe THY TApaAoTKEVY) Kai KaTavdAwor @aynTod Ka
motov. Iwaitepa moAvdpiBua eivar Aibwa epyaleia dmwg
médexers, ouides kar Aibot yia To dAeopa otnpav. Mia and Tig
Aibwes eykaraotdoeis iowg va eival To apyaiétepo yvwoTo
edaitotpifeio oTo vioi. A6 THY ékTaon Kal THY KaTAoTPOPIKY
uavia Tng TUpKAYIds ovuTEpaivovye 6Ti ToMd amd Ta
amoOnkevtid doyeia iowg va wepieiyav eAaiddado. To mo
OUYKIWHTIKG EVPHUa €ival 0 OKEAETOS EVOS pikpol Tatdiod, Tov
BpéOnke ora yaddouata Tov xipiov. Or ovvBijkeg Tov BavdTov
TOV TAUdL0D eV EVaL YVwOTES.
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A An enigmatic painted stone and a conical stone.
Awrypatikn) wétpa pe ixvn Papns kal métpa ouidepévy
0€ OXUA KOVOU.

A An engraved conical stone perhaps used as a stamp seal.
Kwvikn wétpa pe eyydpaln, n omoia iows va ypnoipeve
w¢ oppayida.

Triton shells found near the wall of the house.
Koyvdia tpitwveg mov Bpébnkav kovtd otov Toiyo
Y Tov omitio0.
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