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                  John Constable (1776–1837), London from Hampstead Heath. Watercolour painting, early 1830s.


                  View watercolour on Collection online
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                                  Email: prints@britishmuseum.org
Study room bookings: 
pdstudyroom@britishmuseum.org


            


  
    
                                  Phone: +44 (0)20 7323 8408


            


  
    
                                  Department of Prints and Drawings
The British Museum
Great Russell Street
London
WC1B 3DG


            



            


                      


          
                          
                  The Department of Prints and Drawings holds one of the world's greatest works on paper collections.

              

            
              
      It consists of about 50,000 drawings and more than two million prints. Together, they chart the development of the graphic arts in Europe from the 1400s to the present day, and their spread to the Americas and Australia.
The collection includes outstanding holdings by the greatest graphic artists, such as Dürer, Michelangelo, Rembrandt, Hogarth, Goya, Kollwitz and Picasso. And there are major collections of historical, satirical and topographical prints, trade and visiting cards, fans and playing cards.


  

          

        

      

    

  





  



    
        
    
  
    
      

    
  
      






  



  

  
    
              
            
                              
                Accessing the collection

            

                                      

  
    
      
          Collection online

        
          
        
      
    


    
                The Museum's Department of Prints and Drawings is devoted to making its collection and specialist knowledge accessible. The entire prints and drawings collection has been catalogued.
You can search for information and images about objects from the collection on Collection online which has information about more than four million objects in the British Museum collection.


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Study room

        
          
        
      
    


    
                	You can make an appointment to see works from the Prints and Drawings collection in our study room. Please complete our study room application form and email it to pdstudyroom@britishmuseum.org
	To ensure the safety of all visitors and staff, face coverings are strongly recommended when entering and leaving the study rooms, but can be removed when seated. Please wash your hands before and after your study sessions using the facilities provided. Hand sanitiser is located throughout spaces where washing facilities are not readily available. Please do not visit if you feel unwell or have COVID-19 symptoms. Group visits are now possible.
	The Department of Prints and Drawing Study Room is located on the fourth floor on the north (Montague Place) side of the Museum, next to the Prints and Drawings gallery (Room 90) – view the Museum map.
	It's open from 10.30–13.00 and 14.00–16.00 on Wednesdays, Thursday and Fridays. 
	It's closed in January every year.
	Visit our Study rooms page for further information. 
	We aim to answer questions from the public by post or email that relate to our own collection, or to the graphic arts in general. We won't reply to enquiries that don't relate to prints and/or drawings. 

When completing your study room application form, please be aware:
	If individual works are required, please supply registration numbers and locations or, alternatively, a more general description, such as:	'Rembrandt etchings from the 1630s'
	'A box of Mary Delany watercolours'
	'Picasso's Vollard suite etchings' etc.


	The only restricted items in the Prints and Drawings collection are works by Jacopo Bellini and watercolours by Albrecht Dürer. If you wish to see these items, you must write to the Keeper of Prints and Drawings by letter or email, explaining why you want to see them. Decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis.



          

  



  

  
    
      
          Study room group visits

        
          
        
      
    


    
                If you're a teacher or lecturer wishing to teach parties of students in front of works in the study room, you may use the centre table in the department for display. Departmental staff are not available for teaching, but will put out whatever selection of works is asked for.
There's space for a maximum of 10 people at the centre table in the study room, including the tutor. Larger groups will have to be split into shifts. The centre table can hold about 15 works. You must supply a list of the works to be shown at least two weeks in advance, by email to pdstudyroom@britishmuseum.org. Please provide as complete references as possible, including register numbers, artist's name, location and references to standard catalogues.
During the session the tutor must ensure that members remain around the centre table, and don't approach other areas in the study room. Pencils, not ink, should be used for taking notes.
If you'd like to make a booking then please contact the prints department by emailing pdstudyroom@britishmuseum.org. For all other group bookings, please refer to the group visits page.
The study room is in constant demand so it's recommended that you book well in advance.
No fee is charged for this facility, though donations made in recognition of our help are welcome.


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Library

        
          
        
      
    


    
                About the library:
	The library's Prints and Drawings collection contains more than 25,000 books and periodicals pertaining to Western prints and drawings.
	It has extensive runs of most major art periodicals and an important collection of 18th and 19th-century British and foreign prints and drawings auction catalogues.
	Newly published monographs, catalogues and journals related to the graphic arts continue to be added.
	Most of the Museum's records are kept in the Central Archives, but among the archives found in the department library are the registers of acquisition and visitors' books.
	The library collection is vital to the ongoing research of the Prints and Drawings collection.

Using the library:
	Records of books and other materials held by the Department of Prints and Drawings Library may be accessed using the British Museum library catalogue.
	Please contact the library service at library@britishmuseum.org to make an appointment to consult library materials, allowing 10 working days for a reply.



          

  



  

  
    
      
          Galleries

        
          
        
      
    


    
                A selection of our holdings are generally displayed in temporary exhibitions in Rooms 90 and 90a. 
You can view a selection of items from the extensive collection of Western graphic art in the Prints and Drawings collection in the Prints and Drawings virtual gallery. 


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Photography

        
          
        
      
    


    
                	You can search for images on the British Museum collection database which has information about more than four million objects in the British Museum collection. Most of these images are available free of charge for non-commercial purposes. 
	High-resolution digital images of most of the objects in the collection are available for purchase from BM Images.
	To commission new photography or to use images for commercial purposes, please contact sales@bmimages.com. 
	You may take pictures of works on display in our exhibition galleries unless they've been lent to us and the lenders have refused permission for public photography.
	We also allow non-Museum photographers to take images of works in our study room.
	Press, television and film companies should contact the Museum Press Office: communications@britishmuseum.org.



          

  



  

  
    
      
          Borrowing

        
          
        
      
    


    
                The British Museum lends its collection widely. For information on borrowing items for your organisation, read our How to borrow page.


          

  




              

    

  

  






  



  

  
    
              
            
                              
                Object identification

            

                                      

  
    
      
          Key information

        
          
        
      
    


    
                The Department of Prints and Drawings provides an object identification service. Through this, we offer opinions on objects held by members of the public.
If you have any questions about our identification service, please email the department at prints@britishmuseum.org in advance of your visit so a member of staff can advise. 
Please note:
	We can't provide valuations or certificates of authentication – if you require this advice, please consult a dealer or auctioneer.
	Neither the Trustees of the British Museum nor members of staff can accept liability for opinions given on objects submitted for examinations, or for information provided.

Read more about the object identification service. 


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Bringing objects to the Museum

        
          
        
      
    


    
                	The object identification service is available on Wednesday, between 14.00–16.00, by appointment only. Please email prints@britishmuseum.org to arrange an appointment. 
	The service is free, but no more than 10 objects can be shown at one time.



          

  



  

  
    
      
          Sending images of objects

        
          
        
      
    


    
                	If requests are made electronically, digital images should be sent to prints@britishmuseum.org.
	All images should be clear enough that any lettering and detail is legible, but individual emails should not exceed 2MB.
	Please indicate when and how the objects came into your possession.



          

  




              

    

  

  






  




  
    
            

                  
              History of the collection 

          

        
        
          
            
                The British Museum's collection of Western prints and drawings can be traced back to Sir Hans Sloane, whose wide-ranging holdings included an album of drawings by the German Renaissance master, Albrecht Dürer.
Until the 1830s, the graphic collection expanded largely through bequests (such as the Rembrandt prints left by Clayton Mordaunt Cracherode in 1799), or through gifts – the earliest was from British watercolourist Francis Towne in 1816.
In 1835, the Museum bought John Sheepshanks' collection of Dutch and Flemish prints and drawings. This marked the start of our ambition to collect graphic holdings charting the development and spread of the graphic arts from the 1400s to the present.
The department continues to add contemporary and historic works on paper through gift, bequest and purchase. It is committed to researching and cataloguing and sharing the collection.
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    Henry Moore, Reclining figure and red rocks. Drawing, 1942.

    
    

  


      



            
          
              


    

    
  

  






  




  
    
            

                  
              Staff

          

        
        
          
            
                	Hugo Chapman – Simon Sainsbury Keeper of Prints and Drawings
	Catherine Daunt – Hamish Parker Curator of Modern and Contemporary Graphic Art
	Billie Duch Giménez – Project Curator: Exhibitions
	Olenka Horbatsch – Assistant Keeper, Dutch, Flemish and German Prints and Drawings 1400–1800 
	Francesca Kaes – Monument Trust Curator of British Drawings
	Grant Lewis – Project Curator: Michelangelo
	Jennifer Ramkalawon – Assistant Keeper, Western Modern and Contemporary Graphic Art (1880 to the present)
	Isabel Seligman  – Monument Trust Curator of Modern and Contemporary Drawing
	Sarah Vowles – Assistant Keeper, Smirnov Family Curator of Italian and French Prints and Drawings before 1880
	Charlotte Wytema – IMAF Project Curator: Netherlandish Drawings

The work of the department is supported by a team of Collections Managers and administrative staff.


            

          


          
              


    

    
  

  






  




  
    
            

                  
              Research

          

        
        
          
            
                The staff of the Department of Prints and Drawings conduct extensive research as part of their work in cataloguing, preparing exhibitions and making new acquisitions. Read about our current research project on Netherlandish drawings. 



            

          


          
              


    

    
  

  



  

  
    
            
                              
                Research projects

            

                                      

  
    
      
          Digitisation of our graphic holdings

        
          
        
      
    


    
                The prints and drawings collection has been catalogued and digitised as of April 2021 after the completion of a 30-year project. Each object is now fully catalogued with summary entries.   



          

  




              

    

  

  






  



  

  
    
              
            
                              
                Outreach and training

            

                                      

  
    
      
          Michael Bromberg Fellowship 

        
          
        
      
    


    
                The Department of Prints and Drawings offers practical training to two people each year through the Michael Bromberg Fellowship.
The aim is to deepen knowledge of printmaking techniques and print history over the course of three months.
Participants will also gain some experience of curatorial duties, and carry out an individual project of scholarly interest, supervised by a member of department staff.
By the end of the course, participants should be able to carry out meaningful research in the field.
Find out more about the Michael Bromberg Fellowship. 


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Supporting the department's work

        
          
        
      
    


    
                If you're interested in donating to support the work of the Department of Prints and Drawings, please contact development@britishmuseum.org. 
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          Portrait of the artist: Käthe Kollwitz

          
                 

      
              
              This show celebrated the humanity and enduring impact of one of the most influential 20th-century printmakers.



        

      
      


        Find out more about Portrait of the artist: Käthe Kollwitz
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          Prints and drawings galleries 90 and 90a

          
                 

      
              
              Exhibitions and displays of Prints and Drawings from old masters to living artists
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          Prints and drawings virtual gallery

          
                 

      
              
              A selection from the extensive collection of Western graphic art in prints and drawings at the British Museum.
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            Free entry
        

        

              Great Russell Street

London WC1B 3DG


+44 (0)20 7323 8000

 



    

    
            
                

            Opening hours
        

        

              Daily: 10.00–17.00 (Fridays: 20.30)
Last entry: 16.45 (Fridays: 20.15)


    

                      

        


                  
            

            
  Footer

  

        

        
          	

        

        
          About us
        

                                  
          	

        

        
          Governance
        

                      
	

        

        
          The British Museum story
        

                      
	

        

        
          Jobs
        

                      
	

        

        
          Press
        

                      
	

        

        
          Contact us
        

                      


  
              
	

        

        
          Visit
        

                                  
          	

        

        
          Museum map
        

                      
	

        

        
          Exhibitions and events
        

                      
	

        

        
          Accessibility
        

                      
	

        

        
          Food and drink
        

                      
	

        

        
          Audio guide
        

                      


  
              
	

        

        
          Commercial
        

                                  
          	

        

        
          Commercial hire
        

                      
	

        

        
          Filming
        

                      
	

        

        
          BM Images
        

                      
	

        

        
          Licensing
        

                      
	

        

        
          British Museum Press
        

                      
	

        

        
          Travel trade tours
        

                      


  
              
	

        

        
          Our work
        

                                  
          	

        

        
          Departments
        

                      
	

        

        
          National
        

                      
	

        

        
          International
        

                      
	

        

        
          How to borrow
        

                      


  
              
	

        

        
          Research
        

                                  
          	

        

        
          Research projects
        

                      
	

        

        
          Research publications
        

                      
	

        

        
          Scientific studies
        

                      


  
              
	

        

        
          Resources
        

                                  
          	

        

        
          Study rooms
        

                      
	

        

        
          Library and archive
        

                      
	

        

        
          Search the collection
        

                      
	

        

        
          Blog
        

                      


  
              


  


  

          

              

    

  




    


  
          
      

            
  Footer Legal Links

  

        
    
    
          	
        
        
          Privacy policy
        

                      
	
        
        
          Cookies
        

                      
	
        
        
          Accessibility statement
        

                      
	
        
        
          Terms of use
        

                      
	
        
        
          Modern Slavery Act Statement
        

                      
	
        
        
          Chinese site 中文
        

                      


  


  

      

        © 2024 The Trustees of the British Museum
  





  


  


      

    


    

        


        

                
            

            

            

        


                

            

                
                


                

                

                

                

                                                
                    
                      
                        

                      

                    

                

            


            
                

            


            
            

            
            

            
                

            


        


    



    

  
    
      
    
  



    






  