

  

  
    
  


  

    
      


            
        Skip to main content
      


      
      
        
          
            
              
                Please enable JavaScript in your web browser to get the best experience.

              

            

          

        

      


      

      
        
    


  
    
      
          
    
  
    
        
      
    
  


  



        
          
            
              
            
            
              Menu
            
          
        

        
            
    

            
  Main navigation

  

         
       
        

        
          	

        
        
          
            
            Visit
          
          
            
          
        
                  
            Toggle Visit submenu
            
              
            
          
        
        
                          
          
        

          	
              
                
                  
                

                Back to previous menu
              
            
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Visit
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Visit
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Family visits
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
                          
          
        

          	
              
                
                  
                

                Back to previous menu
              
            
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Family visits
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Museum Missions
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Backpacks
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Family activity trails
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              


      

      

        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Group visits
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Audio app
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Out-of-hours tours
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Tours and talks
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Object trails
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Accessibility
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Food and drink
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Late opening on Fridays
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Museum map
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              


      

      

        
        
              
	

        
        
          
            
            Exhibitions and events
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
            
            Collection
          
          
            
          
        
                  
            Toggle Collection submenu
            
              
            
          
        
        
                          
          
        

          	
              
                
                  
                

                Back to previous menu
              
            
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Collection
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Collection
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Collection online
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Galleries
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Blog
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            The British Museum podcast
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              


      

      

        
        
              
	

        
        
          
            
            Learn
          
          
            
          
        
                  
            Toggle Learn submenu
            
              
            
          
        
        
                          
          
        

          	
              
                
                  
                

                Back to previous menu
              
            
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Learn
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Learn
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Schools
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Communities
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Adult learning
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Young people
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              


      

      

        
        
              
	

        
        
          
            
            Membership
          
          
            
          
        
                  
            Toggle Membership submenu
            
              
            
          
        
        
                          
          
        

          	
              
                
                  
                

                Back to previous menu
              
            
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Membership
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Membership
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Members' events
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Young Friends
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Existing Members
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Visiting as a Member
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              


      

      

        
        
              
	

        
        
          
            
            Support us
          
          
            
          
        
                  
            Toggle Support us submenu
            
              
            
          
        
        
                          
          
        

          	
              
                
                  
                

                Back to previous menu
              
            
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Support us
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Donate
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Corporate support
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Become a Patron
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Supporter case studies
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Become a Volunteer
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Existing Patrons
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            Leave a legacy
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              
	

        
        
          
                        —
            
            American Friends of the British Museum
          
          
            
          
        
        
        
        
              


      

      

        
        
              


      


      

    

  

  


            
    

            
  Secondary navigation

  

        

        
          	

        
        

        

                      
              
            
                    Shop
        
              
	

        
        

        

                      
              
            
                    Search
        
              
	

        
        

        

                    Donate
        
              


  


  

  


        

      


      
        Hide menu
        
          
        
      
    

  

    
    
  
    
      

  
          
        

          
            
          


          
              If you are planning on accessing the Families Desk on your visit, please note it will be closed on the following days: 31 March, 1, 5 and 20 April.

          


          
                          
                Find out more
              
            
            Close alert
          

        

      

      


  


  



  

    
    


  



  
    
      
              




  

        
        
  
            
                
              
              
              
            
            

  





  
  



    


    
    

    
            

        
  

    
    
      Family visits



    
    
    
  



                

          
          
                      

              
                Show image caption
                
                  
                
              

              

                
                  Close image caption
                  
                    
                  
                

                  Visitors in The world of Alexander gallery (Room 22).


                
              

            

          
        

        
      

    


  


  




  



      
    
      
        
  
    
        
          You are in the Visit section

        	
          
                      
              Home
            
                  
	
          
                      
              Visit
            
                  
	
          
                      
              Family visits
            
                  


  

  


                  
  Share the page


  	
      
        Share on Facebook
        
      
    
	
      
        Share on X (formerly Twitter)
        
      
    




              

    

  



      
    
  
    
          
    Jump links

    
      
        
          
          Contents
          
            
          
          
        
                    	
                
                  Explore
                
              
	
                
                  Family events
                
              
	
                
                  Family facilities
                
              


        

      

              

    

  

  

          


  

    
      
        
          
            
                            Family information


            

            
                              
    
                                    
                        

                      Visit the Families Desk and Ford Centre

                

                          Collect backpacks and Museum explorer trails.


            


  
    
                                    
                        

                      Families Desk opening times

                

                          Weekends and school holidays: 10.00–12.30 and 13.15–16.30
See additional Families Desk closures.
See London Borough of Camden school holiday dates.


            


  
    
                                    
                        

                      Free – advance booking advised (except under 4s)
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                  Families with children of all ages can enjoy a range of free gallery activities. 

              

            
              
      Experience the extraordinary collection in a safe environment, by finding out what activities and facilities are currently available.
Take on a Museum Mission featured in six galleries and challenge your family to a variety of tasks. At the weekends pick up an activity backpack, or a Museum explorer trail, from the Families Desk to guide you around the galleries on an in-depth exploration of the different times and cultures on display.
During school holidays, we run a range of playful and inspiring workshops that bring the stories in the Museum collection to life. 
Under 5s and their carers are invited to join in with the Museum's Little Feet programme. 
Our exhibition programme is free for children under 16, when accompanied by a paying adult. 
For regular news and updates, sign up to our family newsletter.
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          Twelve objects to see with children

          
                 

      
              
              From ancient armour to mummies, travel back in time on this captivating trail.
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          Families Desk

        
          
        
      
    


    
                If you're visiting as a family at the weekend, visit the Families Desk in the Great Court to:
	Chat to one of our friendly family facilitators to make the most of your visit.
	Collect backpacks and Museum explorer trails.

Opening hours: 10.00–12.30 and 13.15–16.30 (weekends and London Borough of Camden school holidays only).
The Families Desk is closed on UK bank holidays. It will also be closed on the following days:
	Sunday 31 March
	Monday 1 April
	Friday 5 April
	Saturday 20 April

Backpacks will not be available when the Families Desk is closed. However, Museum explorer trails are available at the Information Desk in the Great Court and to download from the website.


          

  



  

  
    
      
          Ford Centre for Young Visitors

        
          
        
      
    


    
                Located beneath the Great Court, the Ford Centre for Young Visitors can be accessed by the staircases near the Information Desk or via level access by the lifts in the Great Russell Street entrance.
Available for families at weekends and during the school holidays for picnicking, locker storage and toilets. 
Opening hours: 10.00–16.30 (weekends and London Borough of Camden school holidays only).
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                Cafés and restaurants 
Families are welcome at all of the Museum's cafés and restaurants. High chairs are available on request for children who require them, subject to availability. The Pizzeria offers a children's menu.
Picnics and packed lunches
Families with young children may bring their own food to eat in the Ford Centre which is open on weekends and during London Borough of Camden school holidays. 
When the weather is nice, families can eat by the Museum's front lawns, where there are waste and recycling bins for you to dispose of your unwanted food and packaging. 
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                The Museum is accessible for visitors bringing prams and buggies. Please keep them with you at all times, unless you are using the cloakroom to store your buggy or pram.
Fold-up prams and buggies can be left free of charge in the cloakroom, which is found by turning left immediately after passing through the Main entrance of the Museum. Please note that there is limited space in the cloakroom. 
Items of large luggage (including some bags and rucksacks, and all wheeled suitcases) are not permitted on-site. Please see the Visit page and our facilities section for more information on cloakroom restrictions. 
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                Baby changing facilities can be found:
	Great Court toilet facilities, level access 
	Levels 0 and 3 of the North stairs
	Ford Centre for Young Visitors – weekends and London Borough of Camden school holidays only
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                Parents are welcome to breastfeed or bottle-feed anywhere on the Museum's grounds.
Should parents wish for more privacy, there's a feeding room located adjacent to the baby changing space on the east side of Great Court.
A second feeding room in the Ford Centre for Young Visitors is open during weekends and London Borough of Camden school holidays.
Please see the Museum map for more details.
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                Information to support visits for families with additional sensory needs can be found here: 

  
        
  
    

  
    Download What's inside a gallery backpack
    (PDF, 907.73 KB)

  






  
  




  
        
  
    

  
    Download Sensory needs information for families
    (PDF, 192.24 KB)
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              Spend a night at the Museum and sleep in galleries surrounded by ancient monuments.
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              Learn, discover and create in the Museum's digital centre.
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              Explore our Home Educators offer of presentations and resources alongside our Home Educators Day information.
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              Great Russell Street

London WC1B 3DG


+44 (0)20 7323 8000
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              Daily: 10.00–17.00 (Fridays: 20.30)
Last entry: 16.45 (Fridays: 20.15)
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