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WORKSHOPS

Roman portrait sculpture workshop

Saturday 20 September 2008, 
10.00–17.00  ST

This workshop is suitable for adults of 
all abilities. Working from a life model, 
participants will create a life-size clay 
portrait bust inspired by the Museum’s 
collection. Students can have their 
portraits cast in plaster or cold-cast 
bronze (casting cost not included in 
course fee – can be arranged on the day).
Tutor: Chloe Leaper, The Art Academy
£30, concessions £20, 15 places

Roman mosaic workshop

Saturday 4 October 2008,  
10.00–17.00  SR

This workshop is suitable for beginners 
and those with a basic knowledge of 
mosaics. Participants will complete a 
small marble mosaic panel, discover the 
history of mosaics, and learn about the 
materials and techniques used to create 
a large floor mosaic. The use of hammer 
and hardie (tools used to cut marble)  
will also be demonstrated.
Tutor: Lawrence Payne
£30, concessions £20, 13 places 

Stone carving workshop

Saturdays 27 September 2008,  
23 May 2009, 18 July 2009,  
10.00–17.00  C

This workshop is designed for beginners, 
but more experienced carvers are 
welcome. Following an introduction to 
tools and materials, participants will work 
on an architectural relief carving, taking 
inspiration from the Museum’s collection. 
You will be working outside and are 
advised to wear old clothes. Bring a  
bag to take away your finished piece.
Tutor: Marcia Bennett-Male, Arts Express
£35, no concessions, 15 places

The Prince’s drawing course

Autumn 2008: 10 Fridays from  
3 October, 10.00–17.00  CE

Spring 2009: 10 Fridays from  
16 January, 10.00–17.00  CE

Enjoy postgraduate-level tutoring in 
drawing, using the Museum’s collection. 
Open to those with some experience of 
drawing who wish to refine and develop 
their skills. 

Organised jointly with 

Tutors: Francis Hoyland and  
Thomas Newbolt
£20 per day, £200 per term

For further information and to book, 
contact The Prince’s Drawing School  
on 020 7613 8568

Stone carving workshop
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STUDENT EVENTS

Museum studies: student day

Thursday 29 January 2009,  
11.00–15.30  BP

A day of talks by British Museum staff 
giving a behind-the-scenes insight  
into the running and organisation of 
an internationally-celebrated museum. 
Education, Marketing, Curatorial and 
Collections Management staff discuss 
museum theory and practice. Students 
wishing to broaden their knowledge of 
museums and the culture and heritage 
sector are welcome.
Admission free, booking advised

Museum studies: volunteers

Friday 13 February 2009,  
11.00–15.30  SL

British Museum staff and volunteers 
discuss the varied roles the volunteers 
have in the Museum, including assisting 
and working with curators, working 
on outreach and community projects, 
interpreting the collection through tours 
and object handling, and supporting 
the learning programme. Speakers will 
highlight the advantages of working  
with volunteers, the mutual benefits, 
diversity and best practice.
Admission free, booking advised

Museum studies: interpretation

Thursday 19 March 2009,  
11.00–15.30  SL

The British Museum’s Interpretation 
team give an introduction to the world 
of interpretation practice, and describe 
how this relatively new field is becoming 
integrated into the planning of new 
displays and public programmes. The day 
will feature sessions covering aspects of 
visitor studies, display development and 
text writing, using a current exhibition as 
a case study.
Admission free, booking advised

Exploring drawing – Autumn 2008

Monday 27 – Friday 31 October 
2008, 10.30–15.30  
(one hour for lunch)  ST

Each day students visit a different gallery 
and draw from the objects and sculptures 
on display. We will improve on basic 
drawing skills, learn new techniques and 
try a variety of media to make exciting 
and innovative drawings.
Tutor: Jane Hawkins
£60, no concessions, 15 places

For further information and to book, 
contact the WEA on telephone  
020 7426 1950 or london@wea.org.uk

Exploring drawing – Spring 2009

10 Monday afternoons from  
2 February 2009, 13.30–16.30  ST

Students use objects in the Museum’s 
galleries to improve observational drawing 
skills. They then develop these drawings 
further in the Studio using a variety of 
techniques and materials.
Tutor: Trevor Wood
£90, no concessions, 15 places

For further information and to book, 
contact the WEA on telephone  
020 7426 1950 or london@wea.org.uk

Printmaking

Fridays 28 November 2008,  
27 February 2009, 27 March 2009, 
14.00–17.00  ST

The historical techniques of printmaking 
are illustrated and participants can make 
a print using the relevant media.  
Each day has a different focus:  
28 November 2008 – engraving, 
etching and drypoint, inspired by Dürer, 
Rembrandt and Whistler;  
27 February 2009 – mezzotint, aquatint 
and using tone, inspired by Sandby; 
27 March 2009 – portraiture through 
engraving, etching and drypoint.
Tutor: Toni Martina
£25, Members and concessions £20,  
15 places

The history of drawing techniques  
in portraiture

Thursday 30 April 2009,  
14.00–16.00  SR

This workshop considers traditional 
drawing techniques from the Renaissance 
to the 19th century, with illustrations 
from the British Museum’s collection. 
Techniques and jargon such as aux trois 
crayons, quill, stump, silverpoint, sanguine, 
Conté and graphite will be explained.
Tutor: Hilary Williams
£16, Members and concessions £12,  
30 places

Photo: Benedict Johnson
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HIGHER  
EDUCATION COURSES

MA in 18th-Century Studies

This new MA, offered by King’s College 
London and the British Museum, draws 
on the skills of scholars from these 
institutions. Students will engage with 
the collections of the British Museum and 
other London museums.

For more information and how to 
apply, visit www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/
humanities/depts/c18th 
 
Archaeology:  
the science of investigation

Open University Science Short Course 
SA188 in partnership with the British 
Museum and York Archaeological Trust

If you have ever wanted to get behind the 
scenes at the British Museum and learn 
about the fascinating world of excavation, 
scientific discovery and conservation,  
this course is for you. Taking Museum 
excavations, research projects and objects 
as case studies, students will find out 
about the investigative techniques which 
inform and excite us about the past.  
This is an accredited distance learning 
course with the Open University.  
No prior knowledge is assumed and  
there are several start dates a year. 

For more information,  
visit www.open.ac.uk/courses

Art and Life in Ancient Egypt:  
the Nebamun Wall Paintings

To mark the opening of a new gallery 
housing these famous ancient Egyptian 
paintings (now fully conserved),  
the Museum and the Open University  
present a course for art lovers, historians 
and anyone with an interest in ancient 
Egypt. Using a wide range of online 
resources, including close-ups of the 
paintings in detail and filmed interviews 
about the paintings, the course explores 
daily life in ancient Egypt, alongside  
art appreciation and other issues  
of reception.

An OU Certificate of Successful 
Completion is presented on finishing the 
course and learners can build on it to gain 
credit points within an OU qualification. 
The course is open for registrations from 
October 2008 and a taster is available  
on the OU and British Museum websites.  
The course takes around 30 to 40 hours 
and can be completed over two months.

For more information, visit  
www.britishmuseum.org/adultlearning

CERTIFICATE OF  
HIGHER EDUCATION 
PROGRAMME

World arts and artefacts

The Certificate of Higher Education 
programme is organised jointly by  
the British Museum and Birkbeck 
University – a unique partnership for the 
study of arts and artefacts from a wide 
range of cultural traditions, geographical 
regions and historical periods. There are 
no entry requirements but all modules are 
taught at first-year university level.

To gain the Certificate, students must 
take the core module Approaches to 
world arts and artefacts (30 CATS 
points) and select option modules from 
this booklet amounting to a further  
60 CATS points. There is no time limit  
and assessment is by coursework. 
Modules can also be taken individually 
and not as part of the Certificate.

For further information, contact  
Tim Russell on 020 7631 6652/6621  
or t.russell@bbk.ac.uk 
To book, telephone 020 7631 6651  
or enrol at www.bbk.ac.uk

Please be aware that Birkbeck concessions 
differ to those at the British Museum

CORE MODULE

Approaches to world arts  
and artefacts

22 Monday evenings from  
29 September 2008, 18.30–20.30 SR

We consider how questions of collecting, 
display, colonialism, tourism, national 
identity and gender affect the way we 
study, value, exhibit and sell art objects.
Tutor: Fiona Candlin & Ben Burt
FFWO025S4ACB CE
30 CATS points at Level 4
£300, concessions £150

ARTS IN CONTEXT OPTIONS

Each module: 15 CATS points at Level 4
£150, concessions £75

Shamanic Arts of North,  
Central and Caribbean America

11 Monday evenings from  
29 September 2008, 18.30–20.30 CM

The shamanic arts of American Indians 
have intrigued the Western imagination 
ever since surrealists took an interest 
in northwest coast masks. Amerindian 
visionary iconography, Huichol’s popular 
peyote art and the accoutrements of 
Great Lakes Indians’ secret societies are 
some of the expressive forms explored in 
this course.
Tutor: Max Carroci 
FFWO127H4ACB CE



C
ER

TI
FI

C
AT

E 
O

F 
H

IG
H

ER
 E

D
U

C
AT

IO
N

 P
RO

G
RA

M
M

E

18

C
ER

TI
FI

C
AT

E 
O

F 
H

IG
H

ER
 E

D
U

C
AT

IO
N

 P
RO

G
RA

M
M

E

19

Glazed brick relief of a lion from Babylon’s 
Processional Way. Reign of King Nebuchadnezzar II 
(605–562 BC) On loan from the musée du Louvre, 

Paris. © Photo RMN / Franck Raux.

‘Is not this great Babylon?’

11 Thursday evenings from  
2 October 2008, 18.30–20.30  SR

Babylon’s name still evokes the Tower  
of Babel, the Hanging Gardens, Daniel  
in the lions’ den and Belshazzar’s feast.  
The course explores myth and history, 
artistic interpretations and Babylon’s 
contribution to modern society,  
providing background to the  
British Museum exhibition Babylon.
Tutor: Lorna Oakes 
FFWO117H4ACB CE

Isis and Aphrodite in  
Cleopatra’s Egypt 

11 Thursday evenings from  
2 October 2008, 18.30–20.30 CM

This course examines the coming 
together of Egyptian and Hellenistic 
traditions in Ptolemaic Egypt. The royal 
queens, most famously Cleopatra VII, 
asserted a strong influence on artistic 
developments and were immortalized as 
female deities such as Isis and Aphrodite.
Tutor: Maria Hilmarsdottir 
FFWO109H4ACB CE

Shah ºAbbas the Great:  
The Splendour of Power

11 Monday evenings from  
19 January 2009, 18.30–20.30 CM

Taking the British Museum’s exhibition 
as its starting point, this module sets 
the magnificence of Safavid Iran in the 
context of Shah ºAbbas’ creation of a 
powerful Shi’a state. Key elements in  
his diplomacy and military successes  
will be discussed.
Tutor: Caroline Mawer 
FFWO106H4ACB CE

Frida Kahlo, Moore and More:  
Pre-Columbian Influences in  
Modern Art

11 Thursday evenings from  
22 January 2009, 18.30–20.30  SR

Maya, Olmec and Aztec art left their mark 
in the work of Frida Kahlo, Henry Moore 
and Frank Lloyd Wright. Certain artistic 
features of South American civilisations 
can also be seen in Gauguin’s work. These 
influences will be studied and ancient and 
modern works of art will be compared.
Tutor: Elizabeth Baquedano 
FFWO107H4ACB CE
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Byzantine Palestina: The Art  
and Architecture of Co-existence

11 Monday evenings from  
27 April 2009, 18.30–20.30  SR

Jews, Christians and Muslims met for 
the very first time in Byzantine Palestina 
(AD 400–700). This module examines 
everyday artefacts, religious art and 
the architecture of religious and secular 
structures, reconstructing the nature  
of the relationship between the  
three religions.
Tutor: Eliya Ribak 
FFWO113H4ACB CE

Beauty and Magnificence:  
The Imperial Arts of the  
Ottoman Court

11 Monday evenings from  
27 April 2009, 18.30–20.30  CM

From 1281 to 1924, Ottoman Sultans 
ruled a vast empire stretching from 
Europe to Central Asia. They were great 
patrons of the arts and Constantinople 
was a focal point for displays of 
royal splendour. This course explores 
outstanding examples of Ottoman art 
in architecture, calligraphy, Qur’anic 
illumination, textiles, and ceramics.
Tutor: Roberta Marin 
FFWO116H4ACB CE

Moving Images: The National 
Cinemas of Iran, Egypt and Turkey

11 Thursday evenings from  
30 April 2009, 18.30–20.30  SR

Through screenings and extracts from 
contemporary and historical films, we 
look at what they tell us about national 
identities and the different film-making 
traditions in these three countries.
Tutor: Margaret O’Brien 
FFWO108H4ACB CE

Jaguar and Anaconda: Masters of Fire 
and Water in the Amazon Forest

11 Thursday evenings from  
30 April 2009, 18.30–20.30  CM

This module explores the material 
culture and practical life of the Wayapí, 
Yanomamo, Shuar, and Xingú peoples, 
among others. It also looks at cosmology, 
myth, shamanism, initiation rites, ideas 
of birth, illness and death, and the spirit 
world that is an essential part of their 
reality. Photographs, films, and artefacts 
will complement the readings.
Tutor: Alan Campbell 
FFWO105H4ACB CE

PRACTICAL OPTIONS

Each module:15 CATS points at Level 4
£150, concessions £75

Chinese Calligraphy

11 Monday evenings from  
29 September 2008,  
18.30–20.30  ST

For over 6,000 years calligraphy has been 
a defining feature of Chinese culture. 
We will study the use of ink brushes to 
write abstract characters ranging from 
traditional to modern Chinese calligraphy 
styles. Recommended as basic training for 
Chinese brush painting students.
Tutor: Li Jia 
FFWO129H4ACB CE

Islamic Geometric Art:  
Persian Patterns

11 Thursday evenings from  
2 October 2008, 18.30–20.30  ST

Each week in this practical module we  
will recreate a different geometric pattern, 
discovering how extreme beauty and 
sophistication can be developed from the 
simplest of means. We will also consider 
the role of symbolism and the integration 
of pattern within architectural space.
Tutor: Richard Henry 
FFWO069H4ACB CE

Calligraphy day 
Photo: Benedict Johnson












