Pattern - Introduction for teachers

The project ideas here build upon the QCA Scheme of Work Unit 3B Investigating pattern, but are suitable for KS1/2/3.

This section contains general suggestions about how to use objects from the Museum to inspire a unit of work on Pattern. The Tour is then divided into three key themes, each with its own teaching notes and activities attached:

Geometric Pattern
Flora and Fauna Pattern
Pattern in Textiles
In this section:
Teaching objectives
Background – discussion
Vocabulary
Introductory practical work
Using different media
Class & display ideas
Cross-curricular links
Teaching objectives

· Pupils to examine, explore and compare a variety of objects featuring patterns from different cultures and in diverse media 

· Pupils to understand how different elements (shapes, designs, motifs) are repeated and combined to create a pattern 

· Pupils to use these objects to inspire their own patterns, created using various artistic techniques

Background - discussion

In the classroom, discuss the word “pattern”, looking at all the different meanings associated with it. Consider some of these questions: 

· Why is pattern viewed as an important element of art? 

· Why is it important in art and creating pieces of artwork? 

· Can you find any examples of pattern in artists’ work you have studied? 

· What materials can be used to create pattern?

Vocabulary

Rotation, reflection, symmetrical, asymmetrical, woven, repetition, organisation, border, field, geometric, shape, space, motif, translation 

Exploring Pattern – introductory practical work

· Collect all the examples of pattern from around the school (inside and out) use a digital camera or sketchbook to record results. 

· Bring in examples of pattern from home. 

· Take rubbings of patterns found in nature – leaves, bark, rocks…. 

· Categorise the different types of pattern brought in: manmade, natural, regular, symmetrical, fractal. 

· Justify the patterns that you like.

Creating Patterns – different media

Pattern can be created in a range of different materials: 

· Printmaking is an excellent means of creating a repeated pattern. Use press-print, lino or potato to create a repeated design on paper or fabric. 

· Wool/fabric woven pattern, stitched or appliqué designs 

· ICT/photocopies can be used to rotate, repeat and create multiple images 

· Weaving – with plastic, paper, wool, fabric to create interesting patterns. 

· Tracing paper and view finders are excellent ways of capturing ideas and overlapping or arranging patterns. Tracing paper can then be used to repeat designs and transfer them to card, paper, clay etc. 

· Stencils and templates can be made very simply from card and drawn around or painted over to create a repeated pattern

Class and display ideas

Create a display of different types of patterns. Encourage pupils to explore all different avenues for pattern, find examples in a range of different materials and ideas 

· Nature 

· Textiles/fashion 

· Advertising 

· Decorative furnishings 

· Building/structures

Cross-curricular links

Literacy

· Write stories and poems in a range of different patterns, for example a poem about a whirlwind in a spiral. 

· Use idea of repeating words and sounds to create a ‘rhythmic poem’ or incorporate repeated letters etc into a piece of artwork.

DT

· Look at the use of pattern in advertising and as an important design tool. 

· Look at templates and patterns in engineering and machinery.

History

· The use of pattern through history, compare different periods and find out how they used pattern in everyday life and to decorate important things. 

· Use the objects in the tour and place them in chronological order, creating a ‘Timeline of Pattern’, showing contrasts and similarities between old and new, and how very early on people were using patterns. 

· See how architects/designers used initials/emblems/motifs in patterns – e.g. crowns, symbols, initials on buildings

Science

· Patterns found in nature, webs, plants, rocks, sediments, rivers, erosion etc… 

· Fractal patterns

Numeracy

· Tessellation 

· Shape and space 

· Geometrical designs – looking at Islamic art 

· Number patterns

ICT

· Use ICT to design and repeat patterns 

· Scan in designs and add colour

