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Sutton Hoo belt buckle: animal patterns

See how many twisted snakes you can find on the belt buckle. Colour each one a different colour. 
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How many snakes can you find altogether?

Now search on children’s COMPASS for the following objects which all use animal motifs in their decoration. Write or draw the animals you can find on each in the right-hand column.

	Strickland brooch 

search under ‘Anglo-Saxon: Dress and ornament’


	

	Purse lid from Sutton Hoo 

search under ‘Anglo-Saxon: Birds and beasts’


	

	Belt buckle

search under ‘Anglo-Saxon: Gods and spirits’


	


Now design your own Anglo-Saxon pattern with animal motifs for a buckle, brooch, sword hilt or purse. Ask a friend if they can find all your animals.

www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/explore/families_and_children.aspx                         

