Michelangelo: The Sistene Chapel Teacher Notes

See the finished Sistine Chapel ceiling:
http://mv.vatican.va/2_IT/pages/x-Pano/CSN/Visit_CSN_02.html or http://gallery.euroweb.hu/art/m/michelan/3sistina/1chapel.jpg
See the finished painted Sibyls on the ceiling – scroll down to see the Libyan Sibyl: http://gallery.euroweb.hu/html/m/michelan/3sistina/4sibyls/index.html 

Discussion points

· Pretend you are Michelangelo standing on scaffolding and using a paintbrush above your head. How long can you do this for before you need a rest? Imagine doing this for four years. 

· Was it sensible of Michelangelo to dismiss his assistants? What does this tell us about what kind of person he was? 

· What is a Sibyl? Do some research about them and find out why Michelangelo decided to put them on the Sistine Chapel ceiling. Now compare the finished picture (following the link above) to the preparatory drawing on the previous page. Which part of the picture is shown here?

Activities

· Class project: paint a Michelangelo fresco. Print out the image of the completed Libyan Sibyl from the internet. Make sure the class knows what is happening in the scene. Draw a 5x6 grid over the top of the fresco and give each child in the class one square to copy in pencil onto A4 paper. Stick all the pieces together to form a giant cartoon. Then trace this onto a large piece of paper. Paint the final version and attach to the ceiling. 

· Trace like Michelangelo. Draw an outline on a piece of paper. Now prick along the lines with a thick pin or needle. Place on a blank piece of paper and rub chalk or charcoal over the cartoon - the outline of the image will be transferred to the paper below. This technique is used elsewhere in the world today, for example by the Berber people of North Africa in their textile designs (see Explore: tent doorway hanging).

