Michelangelo: The Sistine Chapel Teacher Notes

See the finished Sistine Chapel ceiling:
http://mv.vatican.va/2_IT/pages/x-Pano/CSN/Visit_CSN_02.html or http://gallery.euroweb.hu/art/m/michelan/3sistina/1chapel.jpg
See the finished ‘Creation of Adam’ fresco: www.wga.hu/art/m/michelan/3sistina/1genesis/6adam/06_3ce6b.jpg
Discussion points

· Try and lie in the same position as Adam. Why is it impossible? Why has Michelangelo chosen this pose for Adam? Do you think it matters that it is invented? 

· Find the fresco of Adam in the finished chapel. Investigate what the other scenes are and make a list. Why do you think Michelangelo has chosen these?

Activities

· Divide a piece of A3 paper into sections, like the Sistine Ceiling, and draw a story in a comic-strip style across each section. You could choose one that you know or you can make one up. Give it to a friend and see if they can work out which story it is and what is happening in each section. 

· The Sistine Ceiling has very famous depictions of the Creation. Read Genesis and try to show the whole story in a single composition. 

· Ask a friend or a teacher to lie down on their side and sketch them using red chalk. Try and use shading to show as many details as possible. Leave out their head and hands as in the sketch for Adam.

