SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF BRITISH MUSEUM COLLECTION MATERIAL

Accessing the collection for scientific study

The British Museum maintains world-class laboratory facilities for scientific research of the collection and employs a team of scientists (to find out more about the work and research interests of scientists at the British Museum visit www.britishmuseum.org). However, the British Museum also recognises the importance of making its collection available for scientific examination and analysis by external researchers, a need that must be balanced with the duty to care for and preserve the collection for future generations laid out in the in the British Museum Act of 1753.

Applications to conduct scientific analysis of British Museum material 

The Museum receives many requests to access collection material for external scientific research. To safeguard the collection, all requests are subject to a rigorous review process following a formal application procedure. Decisions to permit access are based on the expert opinions gathered during the review process, which is conducted by the curator(s) of the objects in question and members of the British Museum science team with expertise in the area; vulnerable objects may also require conservation assessment.

All applications are assessed on the basis of the following criteria:

· The scholarly merit of the proposal

· The feasibility of project

· Appropriateness of the proposed scientific techniques/methods to answer the questions posed

· Experience and expertise of the research team in applying these techniques/methods

· Previous work undertaken on similar material

· The fragility of the material in question 

· Sample sizes required in relation to the size and rarity/uniqueness of the object

· Other immediate or long term impact on the object(s)

· Experience of the research team in working with Museum material

· Anticipated outputs of the research (publications, etc.)

Applicants are expected to indicate good appreciation of previous work undertaken (citing appropriate references). The potential of novel techniques should have been demonstrated on model material in advance of their application to museum samples.

If the information provided is insufficient to review the application satisfactorily then further information may be requested. Please note that any further information provided is also subject to review, so the provision of supplementary information is not a guarantee of access. The application should be submitted as far in advance of the deadline for the work as possible, as access at short notice cannot be guaranteed. It should be completed as fully as possible and may be accompanied by supporting material. Applicants are encouraged to make an honest assessment of the likelihood of success/risk of failure of the project and small-scale pilot studies on collection material prior to a full-scale study may be suggested in certain cases.

Where two or more requests for substantially the same work are received applicants may be asked to collaborate. Collaboration with British Museum scientists may also be suggested, particularly where the Museum has a research interest in the area, where the material is very fragile or where the suggested analytical equipment/techniques (or more suitable non-destructive techniques) are available in the Museum’s laboratories.

Conditions

Applicants should be aware that if permission for scientific work is granted, the following conditions will apply:

· All analytical data and results must be made available, in confidence and prior to publication, to the appropriate department of the British Museum

· The Museum shall be allowed to make these data publicly available five years after they are received, whether or not they have been published elsewhere

· All residual samples remain the property of the British Museum (all mounted and residual samples shall be returned to the British Museum within one year unless otherwise agreed)

· Samples may only be used for the purpose(s) outlined in the application (any other purpose must be the subject of a further application)

· Two copies of any publications arising from the work must be provided

· Any agreed costs of sampling by British Museum staff shall be paid by the applicant

Applicants should note that previous conduct in respect of these conditions will be taken into account when reviewing subsequent applications. The Museum may also consult with colleagues at other institutions when assessing applications, particularly if samples have been requested from several collections.

How to apply

Applications for samples for scientific study, or to undertake non-destructive analysis of British Museum material should be submitted using the British Museum’s External Examination Application form (attached). The form should be sent to the relevant curatorial department in the first instance. 

APPLICATION TO CONDUCT SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS OF 

BRITISH MUSEUM COLLECTION MATERIAL

This form is to be used when requests are received for samples for scientific study, or for non-destructive analysis of British Museum material if the work is to be carried out by a laboratory outside the Museum.

Applicants should note that all residual samples remain the property of the British Museum.

PROCESS

Applicant:

Please complete sections 1–11 and return to the relevant curatorial department.

Specialist curator:

Complete the assessment in section 12 of the application and send to the Keeper of Conservation and Scientific Research (CSR).

Specialist scientist:

Comment on technical merits and sampling method (section 13) and return to the Keeper of CSR 

Keeper CSR:

Make a recommendation to the Curatorial Keeper on the scientific merit of the proposal (section 14).

Curatorial Keeper:

Grant or refuse permission and inform the applicant (section 15) and the Keeper of CSR of the decision.

1. Name of project

2. Name of applicant

Address of institution to which applicant belongs

Position held in institution

Telephone no.

Email

3. Name and address of any organisation sponsoring application

4. Name of analyst (if different)

Telephone no.

Email

Name and address of Institution where analysis will be carried out (if different)

5. Details of object(s) to be sampled: description, registration number(s) and material(s) of which each object is composed.

6. Technical reasons for request: i.e. nature of analytical project and its scholarly justification: a detailed proposal is required which should include information on supporting results and comparative analyses where relevant.

7. Details of methods of analysis: proposed analytical technique(s); size and position of sample(s) required (including size of damaged area) and method of taking sample; accuracy and precision of technique(s) on this size of sample and standards used (if appropriate); relevant experience of analyst.

8. Are any other museums being approached for samples? If so give the name of each and the curator to contact.

9. Give references to any relevant papers already published.

10. Indicate when and where the results of this study will be published.

11. If permission to receive sample(s) is given, I, (enter name)

hereby undertake to:

a. make available to the appropriate department of the British Museum, in confidence and prior to publication, all the analytical data and results of the analysis of the sample(s) I have received

b. allow the Museum to make this data publicly available five years after it is received, whether or not it has been published elsewhere

c. return to the British Museum all mounted and residual samples within one year (longer periods must be agreed in writing)

d. provide 2 copies of relevant hard copy reports and publications, or the file for any electronic publication

e. pay any agreed costs of sampling by British Museum staff if such payment is requested

f. use the samples only for the purpose(s) outlined in this application (any other purpose must be the subject of a further application)

Signature




Date

For temporary/contract staff or students, the form must also be signed by the Head of the department/institution, undertaking to ensure that the applicant fulfils his/her agreed obligations.

Head of department

Signature




Date

Name (capitals)

Position

FOR BRITISH MUSEUM USE ONLY

12. Curatorial assessment: comment on, for example, the scholarly merit of the proposal, whether any similar request has previously been made by this or any other applicant, whether the objects are particularly fragile, etc.

Signature




Date

Name (capitals)




Department

13. Scientific assessment: comment on, for example, the feasibility of project, methodology, whether supporting data are adequate, sampling and potential damage to object(s).

Signature




Date

Name (capitals)

14. Recommendation from Keeper of Conservation and Scientific Research

Sampling recommended/Sampling not recommended

Signature




Date

Name (capitals)

15. Final decision from curatorial Keeper

Sampling agreed/sampling not agreed

Signature




Date

Name (capitals)

Please inform the applicant and confirm the decision to the Keeper of Conservation and Scientific Research
