Michelangelo Introduction: Teacher Notes

National Curriculum
Michelangelo key dates
Discussion points
Activities
UK National Curriculum

This tour can be used for the UK National Curriculum for Art and Design, especially in the following areas: 

Investigating and making art, craft and design

2) Pupils should be taught to:
b. apply their experience of materials and processes, including drawing, developing their control of tools and techniques 

Knowledge and understanding

4) Pupils should be taught about:
a. visual and tactile elements, including colour, pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form and space, and how these elements can be combined and organised for different purposes
b. materials and processes used in art, craft and design and how these can be matched to ideas and intentions
c. the roles and purposes of artists, craftspeople and designers working in different times and cultures [for example, Western Europe and the wider world].

Breadth of study

5) During the key stage, pupils should be taught the Knowledge, skills and understanding through: investigating art, craft and design in the locality and in a variety of genres, styles and traditions [for example, in original and reproduction form, during visits to museums, galleries and sites, on the internet].

Michelangelo key dates

1475 Born in Arezzo
1487 Apprentice in Ghirlandaio’s workshop
1488/92 Pupil at the Medici gardens school
1496 Went to work in Rome
1508 Commissioned by the Pope to do the Sistine Chapel ceiling
1512 Completed Sistine Chapel ceiling unveiled
1524 Back in Florence, began work on the Medici Chapel
1536 In Rome, began painting The Last Judgement
1546 Started work on designing new basilica of St Peter’s church
1564 Died aged 88

Discussion points

· Compare the two drawings by Ghirlandaio and Michelangelo. How are they similar and where does Michelangelo’s drawing differ? How has he given the impression of more solid shape? 

· Why do you think Michelangelo pretended not to have been Ghirlandaio’s student when he was older? Was this bad of him?

Activities

· Sketch a head onto the ‘Standing Woman’. Who do you think she was? 

· Sketch from life someone standing wearing long robes. Use cross-hatching to make areas look more solid. 

· The philosopher is holding a skull. Why? Draw a speech bubble on the skull to explain what he might be thinking or feeling.

