Anglo-Saxon Introductory Teacher Notes

How do we know about the Anglo-Saxons?
Teaching objectives
1. To draw some conclusions about Anglo-Saxon peoples from examining the objects in the Tour.
2. To realise that most finds from this time were owned or produced by the wealthy

National Curriculum
History Programmes of study:
2a. Pupils should be taught about characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children in the past.
4a. Pupils should be taught how to find out about the events, people and changes studied from an appropriate range of sources of information, including ICT-based sources.
4b. Pupils should be taught to ask and answer questions, and to select and record information relevant to the focus of the enquiry. 

Description
This is a good starter activity for the children to do as an introduction to the Tour.

An enquiry activity, involving drawing conclusions from examining artefacts. A chart is used to help children record their findings in a structured way. This activity might be suitable to start off your study of the Anglo-Saxons in an investigative manner. Initial findings can be modified as your scheme of work progresses.

Resources
1 copy of the worksheet per child
The online tour (or the same information duplicated in printed form)

What to do
Introduction: Many things about Anglo-Saxon England are still not known. For example, we don’t know exactly what people ate or drank, or many things they did every day. From Anglo-Saxon times, there is often little evidence, as few people left written records.
Archaeologists try to find out about people from the past by looking at objects that belonged to them. Each object has a story to tell about the person who owned or made it, in the same way that modern objects can tell us about their owners.
- As a whole class, show one or two everyday objects or photos of objects from modern times and ask the children what they can tell about the owner from looking at them. For example, a trophy, a speedboat, a ring, a skateboard etc. Get them to think of questions that they could ask to find out about people from their possessions (eg how old are they? are they male or female? are they rich or poor? etc).

Development: The children search through the tour, finding the objects listed on the worksheet. For each object, they think about whom owned and made it, and list three things they can tell about that person from looking at it. If the information is not explicit, they can put a ? initially, then try and make a sensible guess later, either at the end of the activity, or later during the scheme of work when more information may be available.
Round up and communication: Class discussion looking at results. What were the Anglo-Saxons like who owned these objects? Look down the ‘owner’ column. Were any of them poor? Why not? Why did these particular objects survive? Why might objects owned by poorer people not survive? Once the children have drawn their initial conclusions, divide the class into groups and assign each group a question or topic for further research.

Differentiation
If you have Word, you can download the worksheet to alter it for different abilities. To do this click on the link. When asked 'what do you want to do with this file?' select 'Save to disk', and choose where on your computer you want to save it. Then open Word and find the file on your computer. You can now amend it and save different versions.

Special Needs: You can amend the table to give it fewer rows. To do this, open it and right-click anywhere in the table. Select 'delete’ from the pop-up list and then choose ‘rows’. You can take out as many as you like, and extend the depth of some rows if children need to draw answers instead of writing them.

Extension: 1. Can children find modern equivalents to some of the Anglo-Saxon objects, items that reveal similar things about their owners? Can children find something by searching in Explore that shows similar things about its owner to something that they own?
2. What will survive from today in 2000 years time? Draw a new table and ask children to select a few objects from now that they think will survive, then fill in the boxes as above. What will people think of us as a result?

