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Introduction to the tour
· The tour consists of 11 objects connected with fish. Each object has information next to it. 

· The tour text is targeted at Key Stage 2 but can also be used for Key Stage 3. Pupils can click through the tour from object to object. 

· These notes contain suggestions for using the tour in the classroom as part of the UK National Curriculum for Art & Design at Key Stages 2 & 3. Fish are great for evoking discussions on senses, line, form, texture, pattern and colour. 

· There are detailed suggestions below for the first three fish in the tour. The other fish have a few key questions to get you started. Some of these are art based, others are more general.

Using the tour in class
There are three ways of doing this:
1.) Clicking through the whole tour with a task/question in mind, such as: 

· Identify where all the objects come from and mark these on a display map. 

· Identify what materials have been used to make each object. 

· Identify which of the fish have symbolic meanings and explain what these are; find out more about these meanings or find examples of other fish used as symbols. 


2.) Comparing and contrasting two objects/fish selected by the teacher such as the Bruegel engraving and the Myriad Fish painting. Discuss why they provoke such different reactions. 
3.) Allocating one object/fish per group or individual to discuss/research (see the three individual examples of art projects later in these notes). 

Getting started
To start any fishy art project, pupils need to do some research on fish. 

· Create observational drawings of interesting fish from your local fishmonger using pencil, conte, pencil crayons, oil pastels, or chalk. 

· Use books to research the different types of fish. See who can find the weirdest fish! 

· Make sketches in sketchbooks of the different features of fish, fins, tails, eyes, scales, and colours.

Teaching suggestions
A colour woodblock print
Japanese Woodcutting technique
When the Chinese took Buddhism to Japan in the sixth century they also took the art of woodcutting. In India it is still used to print onto fabric.

The artist made a drawing using ink and brush. The technique of using ink as a drawing material related well to the wood cutting process. A block–cutter in collaboration with the artist then cut the design out of wood. Areas of the wood that were to be the lines were left and the wood around them cut away. A reverse representation of the design was created. A print was taken from the first block (the key block) and pasted or printed onto another piece of wood to create each of the different colours; this was then repeated until all the colours had separate blocks. Sometimes overlapping of colours was used to create subtlety of colours or interesting combinations. 

Japanese Kites
First introduced to Japan by Buddhist missionaries in AD649-794, kites were used normally in religious and thanksgiving ceremonies. Kami Tobi meaning ‘paper hawk’ was the first Japanese word for kite. It is thought that early kites were bird-shaped. 

· Each region in Japan has its own kite. 

· They are often decorated with folklore or mythology references, or have a religious/symbolic meaning. 

· They are constructed from hand-made paper and bamboo and painted with brightly coloured natural dyes. 

· The frame is called the bones and the paper the skin. 

· Tako is the most popular name for a Japanese kite. 

· Congratulatory kites are still given to first born sons.

1. Discussion points when using the image in the classroom
· How many different colours can you find in the print? What benefit does working with several colours have over working with one? 

· Think about the process, the time and skill required. 

· Find out about the history of printmaking. What did the new technology of printmaking mean to the art world? When were the first prints created? What other uses did printmaking have (think about political, religious, social and cultural contexts)? Make comparisons between Japanese Prints and Western Prints of artists such as Dürer, Blake, Hogarth, Degas. 

· What was the significance of reproducing multiple copies of a print? In the past, a painting was only seen by the very few, now prints could be made of paintings and lots of people could afford to own one. 

· Find out about other artists who have used wood-cuts. 

· The carp symbolises strength and courage, why might this be? 

· Look at the work of other Japanese artists from the 19th Century. 

· Japanese prints were of particular importance to the work of the Impressionists, can you think why? Can you find any Japanese references in any paintings you have studied? 

· What about Japanese art today? Find out about contemporary printmakers and kite makers.

2. Project work in the classroom
Japanese fish streamer/kite project 

· Use the images on this poster to design a streamer or kite, based on the Japanese woodblock print. 

· Research the work of Japanese kite designers. 

· Use paper/tissue/card to construct the streamer or kite. 

· Do research into the different ways of making kites.

Lino-cutting printing project 

· Use one of the images of a fish to create a lino cut design. Use the lino as if it were wood. 

· Use carbon paper to transfer design onto lino. 

· Go over lines in black permanent pen. 

· Cut away all the areas of the block that have no ink.

Remember you need to use bench hooks to cut on and make sure that the lino tools are sharp. Make sure the children are taught how to use them carefully to avoid cut fingers.

· Print this design onto handmade paper or cartridge paper. 

· Use watercolours to hand paint your image.

Adaptation for younger children/SEN 

· Use press print, remembering that where you draw (cut) it is white. 

· Create a collagraph print (a multi-media/collage print block using card as a base and built up with different textured materials such as foil, card, string or paper. It is inked up in the same way as a block print). 

· Create a design using brush and ink. Photocopy the design and add watercolour detail for each colour.

Glass bottle
1. Discussion points when using the image in the classroom 

· Ask pupils to tell you how old they think this artefact is. 

· Does it make you think of any other culture or were you surprised to find it was Egyptian? 

· Discuss the importance of this fish to the ancient Egyptians; see the notes about the work of art. 

· Ask them to imagine what they would keep in such a beautiful container.

2. Sculptural Fish project 

· Using the glass bottle as inspiration, create a fish out of clay (self drying if you don’t have a kiln) or papier maché using a forma of newspaper and masking tape. 

· Use the drawings of fish created earlier in the project as a basis for your fish. 

· Use screwed up paper as an armature and wrap around rolled out slabs of clay. 

· Make sure to leave a hole for the air to escape. 

· Add features to the clay with relief or a range of wooden tools. 

· Once dry/ or fired they could decorated with bright coloured designs, using acrylic paint, similar to the colours in the poster.

Fish belt buckle
1. Discussion points when using the image in the classroom 

· Discuss the pattern and mark making in the buckle. 

· Find out about Anglo-Saxon art and pattern making. Search under ‘Anglo-Saxons in Explore to see some other examples. 

· Imagine who might have worn this, and for what occasion? 

· Discuss precious metal and stones, why were they used? What makes a material precious - appearance, rarity, cost of transporting it?

2. Project on surface and pattern investigation 

· Explore the pattern in this buckle, recording ideas in a sketchbook.

· Using card as a base, draw out your own buckle design; create your own shape, perhaps based on a fish you have sketched.

· Build up a design with string, beads, textured objects, including old metal bangles buttons, bottle tops etc.

· Cover the design in foil to create an embossed effect. Or paint the final piece in gold and silver paint.

· Or use gold foil and emboss into it with a pencil to create detailed patterns. 

· You may find this British Museum pattern book useful:
Early Medieval Designs by Eva Wilson (British Museum Press; ISBN 0 7141 8056 4)

Key Questions
Porcelain bowls 

· Have you seen other bowls designed specially for certain foods? (eg salad bowls shaped like lettuces, chicken pots to cook chicken, fruit bowls in shape of fruit etc). 

· Design your own bowls to hold other foods. 

· Find out more about Japanese food and ways of serving it; compare this with other cultures.

Fish-skin gauntlets 

· The Arctic is very short on natural resources. Find out more about how the Inuit make full use of the materials around them for keeping warm. 

· Can you find pictures of other clothes made out of recognisable animals? (eg fur coats or stoles). Discuss some of the issues around wearing animals – do these apply to people like the Inuit? 

· The Eskimo often use natural materials to make dyes for their clothing, for example alder bark, moss and lichen. Moss lichen gives a yellowish colour, rock lichen becomes green or blue, and alder bark a reddish-brown colour. Experiment with making your own natural dyes.

Shark hook 

· Discuss how this has been designed for a purpose (eg barbed hook). What other objects’ design reflects their purpose? 

· The hook is also beautiful. Why are deadly/practical items often made beautiful? Can you think of other examples? (If you Search in Explore under ‘sword’ or ‘weapon’ you will find many of these). 

· The Hawaiians would use nearly all parts of the shark for something. Why was this? Compare them to another culture who did this (eg Native North Americans and buffalo). Now see if you can think of how we use every part of a native animal today in our society, such as a cow or a sheep.

'Big fish eat little fish' 

· Is this picture pleasant to look at? What makes you want to keep looking?
What are the strange creatures in the background? Why are they there? Make up your own part-fish mythical beast and write a description of where it might be found and what it is like.

· Why did the artist choose fish to make his point about ‘the rich oppress you’? Would the same picture have worked with other animals?

· Make up speech bubbles for all the humans in the picture around the artist’s theme.

· Is it true that the rich oppress the poor? How does society try to stop this happening? Would it have been more true in 1557?

· Find other Bruegel and Bosch pictures.

Myriad fish 

· Have you and your teachers ever shared making something? Would this be a good way of learning? What is gained by doing this? What are the risks? Now make a group/class picture of fish swimming using a long strip of paper. 

· Why do artists sign pictures? If a picture is signed, does it always make it better or more valuable? 

· Use books to identify some of the fish on this painting.

Cosmetic box 

· Do you have any ideas about why the fish were put on the skeleton and why this fish was put on the box? 

· What are some of the reasons why objects might be put in graves? What does this tell us about the people’s beliefs about death? 

· Why might you decorate a box with a fish? Design your own container with a fish decoration.

Other artists who have been inspired by fish 

· Damien Hirst, ‘The Physical Impossibility Of Death In The Mind Of Someone Living’ (1991) (Shark in a tank). 

· Alexander Calder, ‘Mobile’ (1942). This one was created from painted wire, wood, and string. "Fish." It was made from an assortment of materials including painted metal rod, wire, metal, glass, plastic, wood and ceramic. It was finished in 1944. 

· Escher created lots of black and white fish images. 

· Aboriginal Art, images of River Fish

Cross curricular links
Gone Fishing ... Display
All the equipment associated with fishing makes fascinating drawing material in the classroom. Rods, landing nets and reels or even old fishing baskets could create a wonderful still life to work with in the primary classroom.

Topical discussion 

· Fishing quotas and diminishing fish stocks. 

· The results of the above on the livelihood of fishermen. 

· The effects of dolphins being caught in large fishing nets. 

· Organise a debate about whether fishermen should be allowed to continue dredging the sea.

R.E. 

· Find out about the Christian symbol of a fish, why did early Christians use this symbol? 

· Can you name any fishermen in the Bible or find any references to fish? 

· Find out about Fish in other religions, do they have any important meaning?

Literacy 

· Read stories about fish. 

· Write ‘A day in the life....’ for different kinds of fish. Compare the day of a shark to the day of a salmon. 

· Write about the artefacts in the poster and tell their stories: 

· Who might have worn the buckle and why? 

· Who owned the glass bottle and what did they use it for? 

· Who did the kite belong to in the woodcut, was it for a special occasion?

Geography/Science 

· Find out about fishing around the world. Does is vary in different countries? 

· Where are the major fish stocks of the world? 

· Find out about different types of fish.

