Anglo-Saxon Buckle Teacher Notes

How can you tell if a brooch or buckle might be Anglo-Saxon? 

Teaching objective
To become familiar with popular imagery used in Anglo-Saxon art.

National Curriculum
History programmes of study:
2a. Pupils should be taught about characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children in the past.

Description
This is a paper-based activity, involving close observation of a number of objects. It is extended further later on in the tour, in the activity attached to the Fuller Brooch.

Resources
Activity sheets
Printed out larger images of: this gold buckle from Sutton Hoo, the gold buckle from Thetford Treasure (Search on the main Explore section of the British Museum website), and the gold garment plaque with dragons from China. Also the following Anglo-Saxon objects: the Strickland Brooch, the Sutton Hoo purse lid, and the Fish belt buckle.

What to do
Introduction: Print out three images from Explore – this belt buckle, the gold buckle from the Thetford Treasure and the clothing badge with dragons. Ask the children to tell you which the Anglo-Saxon one is. Why do they think so? Where do they think the other two are from?
- We can identify Anglo-Saxon jewellery because of the particular patterns and styles in their designs which help us identify certain objects as being from that period. These designs are called ‘motifs’.
Look at the larger image of the buckle and ask the children what they think the motifs being used are. They may have to look at their own sheet to see more clearly.

Development: Ask the children to count the snakes on the brooch by colouring them in individually. Then look at some other objects that use animal motifs and work out which animals are on each object, and how many. Are some animals more popular than others? Which animals seem to most used in these kind of designs? Check by looking up other jewellery in Explore.

Round up and communication: Children design their own animal motif with an Anglo-Saxon style pattern. These can be used for a display or to illustrate book margins. Children can be encouraged to find the animals hidden in each other’s drawings.

Differentiation
If you have Word, you can download the worksheet to alter it for different abilities. To do this click on 'download'. When asked 'what do you want to do with this file?' select 'Save to disk', and choose where on your computer you want to save it. Then open Word and open the file on your computer. You can now amend it and save different versions.

Extension: 1. The Anglo-Saxons used plant motifs in a similar way to animals. Ask the children to have a look at the Fuller Brooch later in the Tour. Here plant motifs are used for decoration around the edge of a main picture. Children can combine plant and animal motifs in their design to make the activity more challenging.
2. Part II of this activity is attached to the Fuller Brooch, later in this tour. It looks at the use of symmetry in Anglo-Saxon jewellery designs, combining it with animal and plant motifs.

